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Chair’s Foreword 
The release of the Committee’s first report, ‘Pivot North’, underpinned the 
Government’s White Paper on Developing Northern Australia and together they 
set in motion a new approach to tackling the economic and social issues which 
have plagued Northern Australia for over 100 years.  
Northern Australia is a region of vast potential. The development of infrastructure 
that can generate long-term growth in the population and economy of Northern 
Australia is crucial in realising this potential. Through its first inquiry, the 
Committee recognised the vital role of growing infrastructure in developing 
Northern Australia.  
Of the 42 recommendations in Pivot North, fourteen concerned the provision of 
new or existing infrastructure in Northern Australia. These recommendations 
included: the development of a 20 year strategy for infrastructure provision, as 
well as the development of critical road, rail, water resource, agriculture, digital 
communications, and energy infrastructure. The Committee also recommended 
the creation of a rural investment fund to make it easier for rural infrastructure 
projects to access capital investment. 
The Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility, established by the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility Bill 2016, is one of the Government’s White Paper 
key proposals and it places the development of infrastructure at the centre of the 
Government’s plan to unlock the economic and social potential of Northern 
Australia. 
In its own right the Facility’s $5 billion investment in infrastructure would be 
significant, but by providing this money in the form of loans rather than grants, 
the Facility will support the delivery of more than $10 billion worth of critical 
infrastructure. 
By undertaking a risk-sharing role with the private sector, the Facility, through 
partnerships will develop projects that, despite being commercially viable, have 
not been able to attract sufficient investment to go ahead.  
For these reasons I welcome, and support, the enactment of the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility Bill 2016.  
I also thank my fellow Committee Members for their participation in this short 
inquiry. 
 
Hon Warren Entsch MP 
Chair 
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Terms of Reference 
In accordance with paragraph 4A of its resolution of appointment, on 
17 March 2016, the Minister for Resources, Energy and Northern Australia 
referred the provisions of the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility Bill 2016 
to the Joint Select Committee on Northern Australia (the Committee) for inquiry 
and report by Friday, 22 April 2016. 
 
 
Abstract from the Resolution of Appointment of the Joint Select Committee on Northern 
Australia 
(4A) following presentation of its [first] report, the Committee: 

(a) Monitor issues relevant to the development and implementation of the 
government’s white paper; 

(b) Consider any relevant issues as may be referred to it by either House of the 
Parliament or a Minister; 

(c) Report from time to time; and  
(d) Continue its work until the House of Representatives is dissolved or expires 

by effluxion or time; 
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List of Abbreviations 
  

CEO Chief Executive Officer 

EM Explanatory Memorandum   

ES Explanatory Statement 

IM Investment Mandate 

Ltd Limited 

MP Member of Parliament 

R&D Research and Development 
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Recommendation 
 

2 Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility Bill 2016 

Recommendation 1 

The Committee recommends that the Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility Bill 2016 be passed by the Parliament. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


