
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER72QW:
Since 12 March 2020, has your fund provided any liquidity to:

a. REST?
b. Hostplus?
c. any other superannuation fund?

If so, for each fund, can you provide details of the amount, the date and the terms?

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

No, MSAL has not provided any liquidity to:

a. REST,
b. Hostplus, or
c. any other superannuation fund.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER73QW:
Since 12 March 2020, has your fund loaned any cash to:

a. REST?
b. Hostplus?
c. any other superannuation fund?

If so, for each fund, can you provide details of the amount, the date and the terms?

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

No, MSAL has not loaned any cash to:

a. REST,
b. Hostplus, or
c. any other superannuation fund.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER74QW:
Regarding any investments you have with IFM Investors, please provide the following:

a. The capital invested each year for the past five years.
b. The accumulated valuation of investments for the past five years.
c. The dividends received from those investments for the past five years.

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

The vast majority of assets in the Mercer Super Trust are invested in the Mercer Multi-
Manager Funds (MMFs) and the Mercer Investment Funds (MIFs) (MIAL-managed options)
which are distributing unit trusts operated and managed by Mercer Investments (Australia)
Limited (MIAL). MIAL is the responsible entity of the MMFs and the MIFs. MSAL has
appointed MIAL as the investment manager for these MIAL-managed options in the Mercer
Super Trust.

The Mercer Super Trust has indirect exposure to investment vehicles or mandates managed
by IFM Investors through its investment in the MMFs. The underlying exposures are
portfolios of unlisted infrastructure assets (approximately $112m) and ASX-listed equity
securities (approximately $114m).

The Mercer Super Trust has no investment in, or exposure to, IFM Investors as an entity. i.e.
the Mercer Super Trust is not a shareholder investor in IFM Investors.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER75QW:
Regarding any investments you have with ME Bank, please provide the following:

a. The capital invested each year for the past five years.
b. The accumulated valuation of investments for the past five years.
c. The dividends received from those investments for the past five years.

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

The vast majority of assets in the Mercer Super Trust are invested in the Mercer Multi-
Manager Funds (MMFs) and the Mercer Investment Funds (MIFs) (MIAL-managed options)
which are distributing unit trusts operated and managed by Mercer Investments (Australia)
Limited (MIAL). MIAL is the responsible entity of the MMFs and the MIFs. MSAL has
appointed MIAL as the investment manager for these MIAL-managed options in the Mercer
Super Trust.

The MIAL-managed options in which Mercer Super Trust assets are invested have no
investments in ME Bank.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER76QW:
If you are an investor in ME Bank, have you individually (or in collaboration with other
funds), ever commissioned reports into its valuation in the past decade?

a. And if so, how many reports and in what year?
b. Were any commissioned to be completed by the UK-based group, LEK?
c. And please provide copies.

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

Not applicable, the Mercer Super Trust has no investment in ME Bank.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER77QW:
According to reports in the Australian Financial Review superannuation fund, Hostplus,
redefined the definition of ‘illiquid assets’ (‘Hostplus warned of liquidity “perfect storm”’,
Australian Financial Review, 18 May 2020). Therefore, can you please advise:

a. How you define ‘illiquid assets’ within your fund, including details of holdings and
timeframes?

b. How you define ‘liquid assets’ within your fund, including details of holdings and
timeframes?

c. How long each of these definitions have been used?
d. What prompted any switch to these definitions?
e. What the prior definitions were before any switch?

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

The vast majority of assets in the Mercer Super Trust are invested in the Mercer Multi-
Manager Funds (MMFs) and the Mercer Investment Funds (MIFs) (MIAL-managed options)
which are distributing unit trusts operated and managed by Mercer Investments (Australia)
Limited (MIAL). MIAL is the responsible entity of the MMFs and the MIFs. MSAL has
appointed MIAL as the investment manager for these MIAL-managed options in the Mercer
Super Trust.

a. We understand the stated AFR article refers to the definition of illiquid assets in relation
to SPS530 Liquidity Stress Testing. Liquidity stress testing conducted for the Mercer
Super Trust defines illiquid assets as assets that take greater than 30 days to be
liquidated to cash in an orderly fashion. Refer to attachment MER77.1QW for the days
to cash assumptions at an asset class level under steady state and stressed market
conditions.

b. For the purpose of liquidity stress testing, the Mercer Super Trust considers an asset
liquid if it can be liquidated to cash in less than 30 days in an orderly fashion. Refer to
attachment MER77.1QW for the days to cash assumptions at an asset class level under
steady state and stress market conditions.

c. The >< 30 days to cash assumption has been used since the inception of annual liquidity
stress testing for the Mercer Super Trust. Each year the assumptions at asset class level
are reviewed but are generally stable through time.

d. Not applicable.
e. Not applicable.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER77.1QW

LIQUIDITY ASSUMPTIONS: STEADY STATE

Asset Class Liquid % (Cash within 30 days) Illiquid % (Cash >30 days)

Australian Equity 100% 0%

Australian Small Caps 100% 0%

Overseas Shares (uh) 100% 0%

Overseas Shares (h) 100% 0%

Low  Volatility (uh) 100% 0%

Global Small Caps (uh) 100% 0%

Emerging Market Shares (uh) 100% 0%

Australian Direct Property 0% 100%

Cash 100% 0%

Australian Sovereign Bonds 78% 22%

Overseas Sovereign Bonds 100% 0%

Overseas Credit 100% 0%

High Yield (h) 100% 0%

EMD (uh) 100% 0%

Australian ILB 80% 20%

International ILB (H) 100% 0%

GREITs 100% 0%

Private Equity 0% 100%

Hedge Funds 0% 100%

Global Listed Infrastructure 100% 0%

Global Unlisted Infrastructure 0% 100%

Natural Resources 0% 100%

Absolute Return Bonds 100% 0%



LIQUIDITY ASSUMPTIONS: STRESSED STATE

Asset Class Liquid % (Cash within 30 days) Illiquid % (Cash >30 days)

Australian Equity 100% 0%

Australian Small Caps 95% 5%

Overseas Shares (uh) 100% 0%

Overseas Shares (h) 100% 0%

Low  Volatility (uh) 100% 0%

Global Small Caps (uh) 100% 0%

Emerging Market Shares (uh) 100% 0%

Australian Direct Property 0% 100%

Cash 100% 0%

Australian Sovereign Bonds 78% 22%

Overseas Sovereign Bonds 80% 20%

Overseas Credit 50% 50%

High Yield (h) 20% 80%

EMD (uh) 25% 75%

Australian ILB 50% 50%

International ILB (H) 50% 50%

GREITs 100% 0%

Private Equity 0% 100%

Hedge Funds 0% 100%

Global Listed Infrastructure 100% 0%

Global Unlisted Infrastructure 0% 100%

Natural Resources 0% 100%

Absolute Return Bonds 80% 20%



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER78QW:
Have you completed a skills audit in the past five years of the following:

a. Your board of directors?
b. Your investment committee?
c. And if not, why not?
d. And if so, presently what gaps are identified?

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

a. Yes, skills audits are generally conducted annually.
b. Not applicable, MSAL does not have an investment committee. All investment matters

are considered by the MSAL Board.
c. Not applicable.
d. No gaps were identified in the most recent skills audit of the MSAL Board.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER79QW:
Prior to appointment, have employees fulfilling fiduciary roles had their investment
performance track record assessed before fees?

a. And if not, why not?
b. And if not prior to appointment, have they following appointment?
c. And if so, on what timeframe?

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.

MSAL operates a fully outsourced model and, as such, has no employees.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER80QW:
Can you please provide data to complete this table for your unlisted asset holdings based on
their geographic spread:

Country/Region Share of fund

asset value

Share of fund

income

$ % $ %

North America (inc USA)

- United States

specifically

South America

Asia (inc China)

- China specifically

Africa

Europe (not inc UK)

Europe (inc UK)

- United Kingdom

specifically

Australasia (inc Aus)

- Australia specifically

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

The vast majority of assets in the Mercer Super Trust are invested in the Mercer Multi-
Manager Funds (MMFs) and the Mercer Investment Funds (MIFs) (MIAL-managed options)
which are distributing unit trusts operated and managed by Mercer Investments (Australia)
Limited (MIAL). MIAL is the responsible entity of the MMFs and the MIFs. MSAL has
appointed MIAL as the investment manager for these MIAL-managed options in the Mercer
Super Trust.



The information provided below relates to the Mercer Super Trust investments in the MIAL-
managed options as at 31 March 2020.

Country/Region Share of fund
asset value

Share of fund
income

$M % $ %

North America (inc USA) 311 1.5% n/a n/a

- United States
specifically

267 1.3% n/a n/a

South America 0 0.0% n/a n/a

Asia (inc China) 104 0.5% n/a n/a

- China specifically 6 0.03% n/a n/a

Africa 0 0.0% n/a n/a

Europe (not inc UK) 378 1.7% n/a n/a

Europe (inc UK) 451 2.1% n/a n/a

- United Kingdom
specifically

73 0.3% n/a n/a

Australasia (inc Aus) 1,693 8.1% n/a n/a

- Australia specifically 1,549 7.4% n/a n/a

Total MST (MIAL-
managed options)

2,559 12.2% n/a n/a

Notes:
· Unlisted assets include Unlisted Infrastructure, Direct Property, Private Debt and Private

Equity
· Total MST (MIAL-managed options) FUM at 31 March 2020 = $21bn.
· Share of fund income is not readily available – the Mercer Super Trust is invested in

MIAL-managed MMF’s, which in turn are invested in unlisted unit trusts managed by
external investment managers. Income components of the external unit trusts returns,
including geographical split, are not typically sourced from the external investment
managers.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER81QW:
Please provide a copy of your Constitution.

Answer:
The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.

A copy of the Constitution is provided as attachment MER81.1QW, noting that on 3 January
2012 Mercer Investment Nominees Limited changed its name to Mercer Superannuation
(Australia) Limited.
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Mercer Investment Nominees Limited

Proprietary Company Limited by Shares

ACN 004 717 533

Constitution

Preliminary

1. Definitions
In this Constitution:

Board means the Directors of the Company from time to time.

Business Day means a day except a Saturday, Sunday or public holiday in the state or territory
in which the Company is taken to be registered for the purposes of the Corporations Act.

Company means Mercer Investment Nominees Limited.

Corporations Act means the Corporations Act 2001 (Commonwealth).

Director means a person who is, for the time being, a director of the Company including,
where appropriate, an alternate director of the Company.

Executive Director means a Director who is an employee (whether full-time or part-time) of
the Company or of any related body corporate of the Company.

Legal Costs of a person means legal costs calculated on a solicitor-and-client basis incurred by
that person in defending or resisting any proceedings (whether criminal, civil, administrative
or judicial), appearing before or responding to actions taken by any court, tribunal, government
authority or agency, other body or commission, a liquidator, an administrator, a trustee in
bankruptcy or other authorised official, where that proceeding, appearance or response relates
to a Liability of that person.

Liability of a person means any liability including negligence (except a liability for legal
costs) incurred by that person in or arising out of the discharge of duties as an officer of the
Company or in or arising out of the conduct of the business of the Company, including as
result of appointment or nomination by the Company or a subsidiary as a trustee or as a
director, officer or employee of another body corporate.

Non-Executive Directors means all Directors other than Executive Directors.

Register means the register of Shareholders kept pursuant to the Corporations Act and, where
appropriate, includes any branch register.

Relevant Law means the Corporations Act and, where applicable, the Superannuation
Industry (Supervision) Act 1993 (Commonwealth).

Relevant Officer means a person who is, or has been, a Director or Secretary of the Company.

Secretary means a person appointed as, or to perform the duties of, secretary of the Company
for the time being.

Share means a share in the capital of the Company.

Shareholder means a person whose name is entered in the Register as the holder of a Share.
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2. Interpretation
Headings are for convenience only and do not affect interpretation.  Unless the context
indicates a contrary intention, in this Constitution:

(a) a word importing the singular includes the plural (and vice versa);

(b) a word indicating a gender includes every other gender;

(c) if a word or phrase is given a defined meaning, any other part of speech or
grammatical form of that word or phrase has a corresponding meaning;

(d) the word "includes" in any form is not a word of limitation;

(e) a reference to something being "written" or "in writing" includes that thing being
represented or reproduced in any mode in a visible form;

(f) a notice or document required by this Constitution to be signed may be
authenticated by any other manner permitted by the Corporations Act or any other
law; and

(g) a reference to a statute includes its delegated legislation and a reference to a statute
or delegated legislation or a provision of either includes consolidations,
amendments, re-enactments and replacements.

3. Application of Corporations Act
(a) Unless the context indicates a contrary intention, in this Constitution:

(i) a reference to the Corporations Act is to the Corporations Act in force in
relation to the Company after taking into account any waiver,
modification or exemption which is in force either generally or in
relation to the Company

(ii) a word or phrase given a meaning in the Corporations Act has the same
meaning in this Constitution where it relates to the same matters as the
matters for which it is defined in the Corporations Act, unless that word
or phrase is otherwise defined in this Constitution

(b) The replaceable rules in the Corporations Act do not apply to the Company.

Securities

4. Issue of securities
(a) Subject to the Corporations Act and any rights and restrictions attached to a class of

Shares or other securities, the Company may by resolution of the Board issue
Shares, options to acquire Shares, and other securities with rights of conversion to
Shares on any terms, to any person, at any time and for any consideration, as the
Board resolves.

(b) The Company may issue preference Shares (including those which may be, or at the
option of either or both the Company and the holder are, liable to be redeemed) and
may convert any issued Shares into preference Shares, if the rights of the holders of
the preference Shares are as set out in this Constitution or are approved in
accordance with the Corporations Act.
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5. Alterations of capital
(a) The Company may by resolution convert Shares from one class to another, subject

to the Corporations Act, this Constitution and the terms of issue of a class of Shares.

(b) The Company may reduce, alter or buy-back its share capital in any manner
provided by the Corporations Act.  The Board may do anything which is required to
give effect to any resolution authorising a reduction, alteration or buy-back of the
share capital of the Company.

Transfer of Shares

6. Transfers
(a) Subject to this Constitution and any restrictions attached to a Share, a Shareholder

may transfer one or more Shares that Shareholder holds by a written instrument of
transfer in any usual form or in any other form approved by the Board that is
otherwise permitted by law.

(b) An instrument of transfer of a Share referred to in Article 6(a) must be:

(i) executed by or on behalf of the transferor and the transferee, unless the
Board has resolved that the execution of the transferee is not required;

(ii) duly stamped, if required by law; and

(iii) delivered to the Company, at the place where the Register is kept,
together with the certificate (if any) of the Share to be transferred and
any other evidence as the Board may require to prove the title of the
transferor to that Share, the right of the transferor to transfer that Share,
and the proper execution of the instrument of transfer.

(c) A person transferring a Share remains the registered holder of that Share until a
transfer for that Share has been registered and the transferee is entered in the
Register as the holder of that Share.

7. Refusal to register transfers
The Company may refuse to register a transfer of Shares where the Board so resolves.  The
Company is not required to give any reason for that refusal.

Proceedings of Shareholders

8. Written resolutions of Shareholders
The Company may pass a resolution by its sole Shareholder signing a record in writing of that
resolution.

Directors

9. Appointment of Directors
(a) The number of Directors (not counting alternate directors of the Company) must be

the number, not being less than 3 nor more than 10, determined by the Directors,
but the number so determined at a particular time must not be less than the number
of Directors when the determination takes effect.
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(b) A Director need not be a Shareholder.

(c) Subject to Article 9(a), the Company may by ordinary resolution appoint any person
as a Director.

(d) [intentionally blank]

10. Removal of Directors
Subject to the Relevant Law, the Company may by ordinary resolution remove any Director,
and if thought fit, appoint another person in place of that Director.

11. Termination of office
A person ceases to be a Director if the person:

(a) fails to attend (unless the absence is due to ill health) 3 consecutive Board meetings
(either personally or by an alternate director) without the consent of the Board;

(b) resigns by notice in writing to the Company;

(c) is removed from office pursuant to the Relevant Law or Article 10;

(d) is an Executive Director and ceases to be an employee of the Company or of a
related body corporate of the Company;

(e) becomes an insolvent under administration;

(f) becomes of unsound mind or a person whose property is liable to be dealt with
pursuant to a law about mental health; or

(g) is not permitted to be a director, or to manage a corporation, pursuant to the
Relevant Law.

12. Alternate directors
(a) A Director may:

(i) without the need for approval of other Directors, appoint another
Director; and

(ii) with the approval of a majority of the other Directors, appoint a person
who is not a Director (but who is permitted by the Relevant Law to act as
a director),

as an alternate director of that Director for any period.  An alternate director need
not be a Shareholder.

(b) The appointing Director may terminate the appointment of his or her alternate
director at any time.

(c) A notice of appointment, or termination of appointment, of an alternate director by
the appointing Director is effective only if the notice is in writing and signed by that
Director and is effective when given to the Company.

(d) An alternate director is entitled to receive notice of Board meetings and, subject to
this Constitution and the Relevant Law, to attend, count in the quorum of, speak at,
and vote at a Board meeting at which his or her appointing Director is not present.
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(e) Subject to this Constitution, the Relevant Law, and the instrument of appointment
of an alternate director, an alternate director may exercise all the powers (except the
power pursuant to Article 12(a)) of a Director, to the extent that his or her
appointing Director has not exercised them.

(f) The office of an alternate director is terminated if the appointing Director ceases to
be a Director.

(g) Subject to Article 13(e), the Company is not required to pay any remuneration or
benefit to an alternate director.

(h) An alternate director is an officer of the Company and not an agent of his or her
appointing Director.

13. Remuneration and benefits of Directors
(a) Subject to any agreement with the Company, the Company may pay to each

Director an amount of fees determined by the Shareholders.

(b) The fees pursuant to Article 13(a) may be provided in cash or any other manner
agreed between the Company and the relevant Director.  The Board must determine
the manner in which the value of any non-cash benefit is to be calculated.

(c) The fees of a Director are taken to accrue from day to day, except that fees in the
form of a non-cash benefit are taken to accrue at the time the benefit is provided to
the Director, subject to the terms on which the benefit is provided.

(d) If any Director, with the approval of the Board, performs extra or special services,
the Company may, subject to the Relevant Law and the approval of the
Shareholders, pay additional remuneration or provide benefits to that Director as the
Board resolves.

(e) The Company must, with the approval of the Shareholders, pay all reasonable
travelling, accommodation and other expenses that a Director or alternate director
properly incurs in attending meetings of the Board, committees of the Board,
meetings of Shareholders, or otherwise in connection with the business of the
Company.

(f) Subject to the Relevant Law and the approval of the Shareholders, the Company
may, or may agree to, pay provide or make any payment or other benefit to a
Director, a director of a related body corporate of the Company or any other person
in connection with that person's or someone else's retirement, resignation from or
loss of office, or death while in office.

14. Interests of Directors
(a) A Director is not disqualified from being a Director by reason only of:

(i) holding an office (except auditor) or place of profit or employment in the
Company or a related body corporate of the Company;

(ii) holding an office or place of profit or employment in any other company,
body corporate, trust or entity promoted by the Company or in which it
has an interest;

(iii) being a member, creditor or otherwise be interested in any body
corporate (including the Company), partnership or entity, except as the
auditor of the Company;
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(iv) entering into, or having any interest in, any agreement or arrangement
with the Company;

(v) acting in a professional capacity (or being a member of a firm which acts
in a professional capacity) for the Company, except as the auditor of the
Company; or

(vi) being a beneficiary of a trust where the Company, or any related body
corporate of the Company, acts as trustee.

(b) Each Director must comply with the Relevant Law in relation to the disclosure of
the Director's interests.

(c) Whilst the Company is a public company, a Director who has a material personal
interest in a matter that is being considered at a Board meeting must not be present
while the matter is being considered at the meeting nor vote on the matter, except
where permitted by the Corporations Act.

(d) If a Director has an interest in a matter, then subject to Articles 14(c), 14(e), 14(f)
and 14(g) and this Constitution:

(i) that Director may be counted in a quorum at the Board meeting that
considers matters that relate to the interest provided that Director is
entitled to vote on at least one of the resolutions to be proposed at that
Board meeting;

(ii) that Director may participate in and vote on matters that relate to the
interest;

(iii) the Company may proceed with any transaction that relates to the
interest and the Director may participate in the execution of any relevant
document by or on behalf of the Company;

(iv) the Director may retain any benefit arising in respect of the interest; and

(v) the Company cannot avoid any transaction that relates to the interest
merely because of the existence of the interest.

(e) If an interest of a Director is required to be disclosed pursuant to Article 14(b),
Article 14(d)(iv) applies only if the interest is disclosed before the transaction is
entered into.

(f) Subject to Article 14(g) and the Relevant Law, a Director is authorised to act in the
best interests of the holding company.

(g) Despite Article 14(f), if:

(i) the Company acts as trustee; and

(ii) there is a conflict between the interests of the beneficiaries of the trust
and the interests of the Company (or a related body corporate),

a Director must give priority to the interests of the beneficiaries of the trust.

(h) The Company waives any duty of confidentiality owed by each Director to the
Company in respect of any information obtained by that Director where the Director
has a duty to disclose that information in their capacity as an officer of a related
body corporate that acts as trustee.
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Officers

15. Managing Director
(a) The Board, with the approval of the Shareholders, may appoint one or more

Directors as a managing director of the Company, for any period and on any terms
(including, subject to Article 13, as to remuneration) as the Board resolves.  Subject
to any agreement between the Company and the managing director, the Board may,
with the approval of the Shareholders, vary or terminate the appointment of a
managing director of the Company at any time, with or without cause.

(b) The Board may delegate any of its powers to a managing director of the Company
for any period and on any terms (including the power to further delegate) as the
Board resolves.  The Board may revoke or vary any power delegated to a managing
director of the Company.

(c) A managing director of the Company must exercise the powers delegated to him or
her in accordance with any directions of the Board.

(d) A person ceases to be a managing director if the person ceases to be a Director.

16. Secretary
The Board may appoint one or more Secretaries, for any period and on any terms (including as
to remuneration) as the Board resolves.  Subject to any agreement between the Company and
the Secretary, the Board may vary or terminate the appointment of a Secretary at any time,
with or without cause.

17. Indemnity and insurance
(a) To the extent permitted by law, the Company must indemnify each Relevant Officer

against a Liability of that person and the Legal Costs of that person.

(b) The indemnity pursuant to Article 17(a):

(i) is enforceable without the Relevant Officer having first to incur any
expense or make any payment;

(ii) is a continuing obligation and is enforceable by the Relevant Officer
even though the Relevant Officer may have ceased to be an officer of the
Company; and

(iii) applies to Liabilities and Legal Costs incurred both before and after this
Article became effective.

(c) To the extent permitted by law, the Company may make a payment (whether by
way of advance, loan or otherwise) to a Relevant Officer in respect of Legal Costs
of that person.

(d) To the extent permitted by law, the Company may:

(i) enter into, or agree to enter into; or

(ii) pay, or agree to pay, a premium for,

a contract insuring a Relevant Officer against a Liability of that person and the
Legal Costs of that person.
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(e) To the extent permitted by law, the Company may enter into an agreement or deed
with a Relevant Officer or a person who is, or has been, an officer of the Company
or a subsidiary of the Company, pursuant to which the Company must do all or any
of the following:

(i) keep books of the Company and allow either or both that person and that
person's advisers access to those books on the terms agreed;

(ii) indemnify that person against any Liability and Legal Costs of that
person;

(iii) make a payment (whether by way of advance, loan or otherwise) to that
person in respect of Legal Costs of that person; and

(iv) keep that person insured in respect of any act or omission by that person
while a Relevant Officer or an officer of the Company or a subsidiary of
the Company, on the terms agreed (including as to payment of all or part
of the premium for the contract of insurance).

Powers of the Board

18. General powers
(a) The Board has the power to manage the business of the Company and may exercise

to the exclusion of the Company in general meeting all powers of the Company
which are not, by the law or this Constitution, required to be exercised by the
Company in general meeting.

(b) A power of the Board can only be exercised by a resolution passed at a meeting of
the Board in accordance with Article 23, a resolution passed by signing a document
in accordance with Article 22, or in accordance with a delegation of the power
pursuant to Article 15, 20 or 21.  A reference in this Constitution to the Company
exercising a power by a resolution of the Board includes an exercise of that power
in accordance with a delegation of the power pursuant to Article 15, 20 or 21.

19. Execution of documents
(a) If the Company has a common seal, the Company may execute a document if that

seal is fixed to the document and the fixing of that seal is witnessed by one Director
and either another Director, a Secretary, or another person appointed by the Board
for that purpose.

(b) The Company may execute a document without a common seal if the document is
signed by one Director and either another Director, a Secretary, or another person
appointed by the Board for that purpose.

(c) The Board may determine the manner in which and the persons by whom cheques,
promissory notes, bankers' drafts, bills of exchange and other negotiable or
transferable instruments in the name of or on behalf of the Company, and receipts
for money paid to the Company, must be signed, drawn, accepted, endorsed or
otherwise executed.

20. Committees and delegates
(a) The Board may delegate any of its powers to a committee of the Board, a Director,

an employee of the Company or any other person.  A delegation of those powers
may be made for any period and on any terms (including the power to further
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delegate) as the Board resolves.  The Board may revoke or vary any power so
delegated.

(b) A committee or delegate must exercise the powers delegated in accordance with any
directions of the Board.

(c) Subject to the terms of appointment or reference of a committee, Article 23 applies
with the necessary changes to meetings and resolutions of a committee of the
Board.

21. Attorney or agent
(a) The Board may appoint any person to be attorney or agent of the Company for any

purpose, for any period and on any terms (including as to remuneration) as the
Board resolves.  Subject to the terms of appointment of an attorney or agent of the
Company, the Board may revoke or vary that appointment at any time, with or
without cause.

(b) The Board may delegate any of their powers (including the power to delegate) to an
attorney or agent.  The Board may revoke or vary any power delegated to an
attorney or agent.

Proceedings of Directors

22. Written resolutions of Directors
(a) The Board may pass a resolution without a Board meeting being held if notice in

writing of the resolution is given to all Directors and a majority of the Directors
entitled to vote on the resolution (not being less than the number required for a
quorum at a meeting of Directors) sign a document containing a statement that they
are in favour of the resolution set out in the document.

(b) A resolution pursuant to Article 22(a) may consist of several documents in the same
form each signed by one or more Directors and is effective when signed by the last
of the Directors constituting the majority of the Directors.  A facsimile transmission
or other document produced by electronic means under the name of a Director with
the Director's authority is taken to be a document signed by the Director for the
purposes of Article 22(a) and is taken to be signed when received by the Company
in legible form.

(c) For the purposes of Article 22(a), the reference to Directors includes any alternate
director who is appointed by a Director who is at the relevant time on leave of
absence approved by the Board but does not include any other alternate directors.

23. Board Meetings
(a) Subject to this Constitution, the Board may meet, adjourn and otherwise regulate its

meetings as it thinks fit.

(b) A Director may call a Board meeting at any time.  On request of any Director, a
Secretary of the Company must call a meeting of the Directors.

(c) Notice of a Board meeting must be given to each Director (except a Director on
leave of absence approved by the Board) and an alternate director appointed by a
Director on leave of absence approved by the Board.  Notice of a Board meeting
may be given in person, or by post or by telephone, fax or other electronic means.
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(d) A Director or alternate director may waive notice of a Board meeting by giving
notice to that effect to the Company in person or by post or by telephone, fax or
other electronic means.

(e) A person who attends a Board meeting waives any objection that person and:

(i) if the person is a Director, any alternate director appointed by that
person; or

(ii) if the person is an alternate director, the Director who appointed that
person as alternate director,

may have to a failure to give notice of the meeting.

(f) Anything done (including the passing of a resolution) at a Board meeting is not
invalid because either or both a person does not receive notice of the meeting or the
Company accidentally does not give notice of the meeting to a person.

(g) For the purposes of the Corporations Act, each Director, by consenting to be a
Director or by reason of the adoption of this Constitution, consents to the use of
each of the following technologies for the holding of a Board meeting:

(i) telephone;

(ii) video;

(iii) any other technology which permits each Director to communicate with
every other participating Director; or

(iv) any combination of these technologies.

A Director may withdraw the consent given pursuant to this Article 23(g) in
accordance with the Corporations Act.

(h) If a Board meeting is held in 2 or more places linked together by any technology:

(i) a Director present at one of the places is taken to be present at the
meeting unless and until the Director states to the chairperson of the
meeting that the Director is discontinuing his or her participation in the
meeting; and

(ii) the chairperson of that meeting may determine at which of those places
the meeting will be taken to have been held.

(i) Until otherwise determined by the Board, a quorum for a Board meeting is
2 Directors entitled to vote on a resolution that may be proposed at that meeting.  A
quorum for a Board meeting must be present at all times during the meeting.  Each
individual present is counted towards a quorum in respect of each appointment as
an alternate director of another Director in addition (if applicable) to being counted
as a Director.

24. Chairperson of the Board
(a) The Board may elect a Director as chairperson of the Board for any period that it

resolves, or if no period is specified, until that person ceases to be a Director.  The
Board may remove the chairperson of the Board at any time.

(b) Subject to Article 24(c), the chairperson of the Board must chair each Board
meeting.
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(c) If at a Board meeting:

(i) a chairperson has not been elected pursuant to Article 24(a); or

(ii) the chairperson of the Board is not present within 15 minutes after the
time appointed for the holding of a Board meeting or is not willing to
chair all or part of that meeting,

the Directors present must elect one of their number to chair that meeting or part of
the meeting.

25. Board resolutions
(a) A resolution of the Board is passed if more votes are cast by Directors entitled to

vote in favour of the resolution than against it.

(b) Subject to Articles 12 and 14 and this Article 25, each Director present in person or
by his or her alternate director has one vote on a matter arising at a Board meeting.

(c) Subject to the Corporations Act, in case of an equality of votes on a resolution at a
Board meeting, the chairperson of that meeting has a casting vote on that resolution
in addition to any vote the chairperson has in his or her capacity as a Director in
respect of that resolution, provided that the chairperson is entitled to vote on the
resolution and more than two Directors are present and entitled to vote on the
resolution.

26. Valid proceedings
(a) An act at any Board meeting or a committee of the Board or an act of any person

acting as a Director is not invalidated by:

(i) a defect in the appointment or continuance in office of a person as a
Director, a member of the committee or of the person so acting; or

(ii) a person so appointed being disqualified or not being entitled to vote,

if that circumstance was not known by one or more of the Directors, committee or
person (as the case may be) when the act was done.

(b) If the number of Directors is below the minimum required by this Constitution, the
Board must not act except:

(i) in emergencies;

(ii) to appoint Directors up to that minimum number; or

(iii) to call and arrange to hold a meeting of Shareholders.

Dividends and Profits

27. Dividends
(a) Subject to the Corporations Act, this Constitution and the rights or restrictions

attached to a class of Shares, the Board may determine that a dividend is payable on
Shares.  The Board may fix the amount of the dividend, the time for determining
entitlements to the dividend, the time for the payment of the dividend and the
method of payment of the dividend.
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(b) Subject to the rights or restrictions attached to a class of Shares, the Board may
determine that dividends be paid on Shares of one class but not another class, and at
different rates for different classes of Shares.

28. Capitalisation of profits
(a) Subject to the Corporations Act and the rights or restrictions attached to a class of

Shares, the Company may by resolution of the Board:

(i) capitalise any amount, being the whole or part of profits of the Company
or otherwise available for distribution to Shareholders; and

(ii) apply that amount for the benefit of Shareholder in full satisfaction of
their interest in the capitalised amount, in the same proportions as the
Shareholders would be entitled to receive it if it were distributed by way
of dividend or in accordance with either the terms of issue of any Shares
or the terms of any plan for the issue of Shares or other securities for the
benefit of officers or employees of the Company.

(b) The Board may fix the time for determining entitlements to an application of a
capitalised amount pursuant to Article 28(a).  The Board may decide to apply a
capitalised amount pursuant to Article 28(a) in any method permitted by law.

(c) The Board may do all things necessary to give effect to a resolution pursuant to
Article 28(a) and 28(b).

29. Distributions of assets
The method of payment by the Company of a dividend or a return of capital by a reduction of
capital, a share buy-back or otherwise, may include any or all of the payment of cash, the issue
of shares or other financial products and the transfer of assets (including shares or other
financial products in another body corporate or trust).

30. Payments
The Company may make a payment of an amount payable in respect of a Share (including a
dividend) in Australian dollars or any other currency determined by the Board.  The Company
may make payments in different currencies to different Shareholders.  The Board may
determine the appropriate exchange rate and time of calculation of the amount of a payment
made in a currency other than Australian dollars.  A determination of the Board pursuant to
this Article 30 is final in the absence of manifest error.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER82QW:
Please provide details, including the event name, organising entity, ticket price and
attendee(s) for the past decade of the tickets purchased for events and/or fundraisers for
political parties or related entities, individual MPs and individual candidates for political
office or the associated fundraising entities of political parties, individual MPs and individual
candidates for political office.

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.

MSAL operates a fully outsourced model and does not engage in such activities.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER83QW:
Do you currently have an art collection?

a. If so, can you advise its current valuation?
b. If so, can you advise where it is stored and/or exhibited?

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.

MSAL does not have an art collection.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER84QW:
Do you engage proxy advisers?

a. What are the terms of engagement for proxy advisers?
b. To what extent are they empowered to act on behalf of the entity?
c. Does their advice get provided to the board?
d. How often is advice submitted to the board?
e. Is their advice formally adopted by the board?
f. Are their positions publicly stated?
g. How does the board assess these positions concurrent with their duties as trustees and

the sole purpose test?

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.
The Mercer Super Trust is MSAL’s flagship offering, with $25 billion of assets under
management and over 244,000 members as at 31 December 2019.

The vast majority of assets in the Mercer Super Trust are invested in the Mercer Multi-
Manager Funds (MMFs) and the Mercer Investment Funds (MIFs) (MIAL-managed options)
which are distributing unit trusts operated and managed by Mercer Investments (Australia)
Limited (MIAL). MIAL is the responsible entity of the MMFs and the MIFs. MSAL has
appointed MIAL as the investment manager for these MIAL-managed options in the Mercer
Super Trust.

a. MIAL engages Glass Lewis as proxy advisor. In its capacity as implemented consultant for
MSAL, MIAL uses the advice from Glass Lewis as an input into proxy voting oversight.
MSAL’s approach to proxy voting is outlined in its Sustainable Investment Policy,
available at mercersuper.com/documents. A proxy voting summary is provided to the
MSAL Board on a semi-annual basis. Voting activity is also published on Mercer’s
website.

b. Glass Lewis is not empowered to act on behalf of MIAL or MSAL. Primary voting
responsibility sits with the underlying investment managers within the MMF’s. MIAL
oversees the voting process and retains the right to use a “supervote” to instruct the
investment managers to vote in a certain way. Supervotes are used in a limited number
of circumstances.

c. The Glass Lewis advice is not provided directly to the MIAL or MSAL Board. A proxy
voting summary is provided to the Boards semi-annually, this report may include
reference to proxy advisor recommendations.



In addition, where MIAL is considering a “supervote”, from time to time the MSAL
directors may be consulted prior to a voting decision being made. In these
circumstances, the MSAL directors may receive details of recommendations from
company management and the proxy advisor, as well as the voting intentions of the
underlying investment managers.

d. See c. above
e. No.
f. To our knowledge, the voting recommendations of Glass Lewis are not publicly stated.
g. Voting decisions are considered by MIAL through the lens of the long term best interests

of its investors. Recommendations from the proxy advisors may be used as an input to
decision making on votes in consideration of best interest.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

REVIEW OF THE FOUR MAJOR BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SUPERANNUATION SECTOR

Mercer Australia

MER85QW:
Are you currently, or have you previously been, a member or subscriber of the ACTU
Members Connect Program?

a. If so, what is the timeframe of your membership?
b. What has been the annual fee year-on-year?
c. How have you assessed its value to your members?

Answer:

The information below is provided by Mercer Superannuation (Australia) Limited (MSAL) in
its capacity as the Registrable Superannuation Entity licensee for the Mercer Super Trust.

MSAL is not currently, and has not previously been, a member or subscriber of the ACTU
Members Connect Program.
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