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To the Acting Executive Officer,
fn regard to Tasmanian Forestry & Logging {¢lear-felling equals environmental
terrorism), It has to stop and stop now.

1. Coups cleared on the eastern flanks to the Blue Tier Reserve boundary, where hundreds of
tree ferns, some nine metres tall and 0.92 meters in diameter have been pushed along with
dozens of black heart sassafras etc, into the windrows to be burnt. It has to stop.

2 Southern side of Bells Hill some 43 years ago, I was shown by an old friend and logging
contractor about twelve trees which you required a cut lunch to walk around an%f thermn.
Jan. 26% 2002, I went to check them out. Shock! Horror! I didn’t know the area had only
recently been terrorized. They’d gone. It has to stop.

3. Ringarcoma Basin (Trenah) was terrorized 2 ¥: years. Tree ferns, glant tregs of which one
stump remains, celery top pines, some over 1000 — 1500 years old, plus myrtles etc. pushed
into windrows to be burnt. It has to stop.

4. Weld Hill. When the centre line was marked for the main logging road, there was a much
larger tree than the 17-metre tree that Lesley Nicholson and her supporters fought to save.
The road contractor was told to get rid of the huge tree on the centre line as soon as possible
and rip the stump out. Forestry personnel were amazed when the 17-metre tree was brought
to their attention. They didn’t know it existed! What a joke!! It has to stop.

5. Fifteen years ago in the Mt Albert region, Forestry ordered a terrornst attack on a twenty
severn-meire diameter tree. ¥t was possibly the largest tree on the planet. It has to stop.

6. Chip logs condemned #7the chip mill being carted back to where they came from. (Shouid
have been sold to wood vard in Launceston etc.) On one occasion, closer to Anson’s Bay
than Pioneer, where a woodcutter agreed to pay Forestry Tasmania $5000 for the logs. A
few weeks later, the coupe was burnt plus the $5000 worth of firewood logs. No wonder
Forestry Tas. is in financial trouble. It has to stop.

7. Price agreed to with Forestry Tas. Prior to firewood logs being stockpiled at Ringarooma
Basin coupe. Before stockpile complete Forestry Tas. increase price. Contractor would not
accept increased price. Locals soon learn about firewood logs being stockpiled and
commence cutting firewood, evenings and weekends. Forestry Tas. Deliberately burn
firewood logs stockpiled. It has to stop.

8 Not to mention the terrorism of some creeks and waterways on all terrorized coupes. It has
to stop.

9. Forestry Commission policy succeeded in closing all small sawmills which employed a lot
of people. (In 1924 there were twenty four sawmills in the Ringarooma Municipality. In the
1950°s there were five in the Ringarooma valley and still should be ore. The small saw
mills, saw log recovery rate was 60% plus. The large automated sawmill at Western
Juniction’ s recovery rate was, and probably still is 29%, which means good saw log waste,
finish up as chips.

Forty years ago I suggested to the Forestry Commission that they should plant Stringy Bark,
Blackwood and Silver Wattle plantations for saw logs. It should still be done today.

The deliberate splitting of sawlogs with machines to make up chip quotas. It has to stop.

Tt wor’t be many years and there will be a shortage of sawlogs.

10. The 18-metre tree recently found by Forestry Tas. In the Florentine is not the largest known
tree in Tasmania, as there is a 22-meter gum tree in the Ringarooma area, which only two
people know the exact location and there is also a fiffeen-meter Myrtle in the same area.




Also in the Ringarooma area, we have a Myrtle tree with a 10.95 metre diameter and a 27-
meter spread.

Greenies chain themselves to trees and machines, spike and climb tress, etc, et¢ and are more often
than not against many and varied developments in the first instance without first doing their
homework.

Constipationists, well we all know what they do!

Conservationists generally are conscientious, considerate and compassionate people who care for
the environment and are prepared to stand up and negotiate for a more balanced outcome on many

issues, so many generations, yet unborn, will be able to view, appreciate and enjoy natures marvels
for their unknown lifetime on this planet.

I am over 60 years of age. [amnot a greenie or Constipationist. 1 am conservationist, like the
majority. In 1980 my planto declare Mt Victoria Reserve was presented to the Government
(through the Ringarooma Progress and Development League, of which I am the founder and stiil
president since 1979) by Mrs Gill Tames. I was told by the local Bass Forestry bess (John
Snodgrass) that we would get a Reserve over his dead body! The Mt Victoria Forest Reserve was
gazetted June 1985.

The whole area and surrounds of Mt Victoria were planned to be terrorized prior to 1980, which I
was aware of, John Snodgrass did not know that T was ware of these plans and still doesn’t know 0
this day. Forestry Tas. would now! dispute those plans.

The R.P.D.L. over 19 years fought petty small minded professional beaurocratic obstructionists
conducting 65 working bees involving some 595 men, women and children (some of those years
were dormant), completing and connecting the 19307s abandoned road to Pyengana. Constructing
walking tracks, car parking areas and 2 lookout at Tasmania’s highest single drop waterfall, and
building a picnic shelter. The area of wilderness is now a major North East Tourism icon. (PS_
Foresiry Tas. Finally built 2 compost toilet}

T have spent a lot of time in the bush repairing machines, supplying fuel and pulled selected logs
with a dozer (1460’s) The way it is done now is not worlds best practice. [ know several machine
operators etc, Forestry Tas. Employees, who do not agree with what is happening and what they
nave had to do but like everyone else they have to eat. Eighteen months agg, Canada finally learned
from their mistakes and banned clear felling of old growth forests and has reverted to selective
logging.

A brief explanation. In January, Forestry Tasmania received 1S014001- worlds best environmental
practice accreditation. Following four phone calls I finally located the person responsible for this
accreditation who refused free travel & accommodation to inspect points-1,2,3,4, 8, & 9. The
reason being the accreditation would have to be withdrawn.

Why does the government continue to push tourism, as the tourists we talk to {They come from all
over the world to see our collection) ask, “What’s wrong with you Tasmardans, when is all this
clear felling going to stop?” My reply is, “You're talking to the wrong persor’, and discussions
continue at length on the subject.

Tasmania’s greatest asset is it’s natural beauty but T am afraid our Premier and deputy premier can’t
see the tourists for the trees.

I could write a manuscript on the subject, 1 think I should close.
Yours Vsirrzcere!y

Norm Brown.
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