Report





Referral of the Bill


On 23 October 1997, the Selection of Bills Committee recommended, and the Senate agreed, that the Farm Household Support Amendment (Restart and Exceptional Circumstances) Bill be referred to the Committee for inquiry and report by 10 November 1997. 





On 10 November 1997, the Senate agreed to the Committee tabling its report on 11 November 1997.





The bill was referred to the Committee for examination of its provisions as they relate to the Farm Family Restart Scheme and the Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment for farm families.





The bill was referred to the Committee for the purpose of examining aspects of the bill’s scheme regarding welfare, transitional arrangements between the scheme proposed by the bill and a previous scheme (the Farm Household Support Scheme(FHSS).





The bill is one part of a series of legislative changes to rural support schemes known as the ‘AAA Package’ aimed at making the delivery of assistance and advice to rural families more targeted and effective.








Committee’s Inquiry on the Bill


The Committee examined the bill and held discussions, in public hearing, with Ms Julie Austin of the National Farmers’ Federation regarding the bill’s provisions and reaction and responses to it in the rural communities likely to be affected by its provisions.





The Committee canvassed a number of issues with Ms Austin, including the implementation of the scheme by the Department of Social Security, and the appropriateness of the criteria for exceptional circumstances contained in the bill.





The Hansard of the Committee hearing is tabled with the Committee’s report.





In addition, the Committee received one written submission from the NSW Farmers’ Association regarding issues pertaining to the bill. 





In its submission, the NSW FA drew attention to the importance of clear definition of ‘exceptionable circumstances’, and its interpretation, for benefit purposes, by a suitably qualified and rurally based-body. The NSW FA pointed out to the Committee the desirability of extending the proposal for allowing conversion of existing loans from the Farm Household Support scheme to grants, so as to include loans made under the Household Support scheme.





The NSW FA letter is tabled with the Committee’s report.





The Committee met on 11 November 1997 to finalise its report.





The Australian Democrats indicate that they may move amendments in the Committee stages of debate on the Bill in order to improve the intention of the legislation.








Recommendation





The Committee recommends that on its introduction into the Senate, the Farm Household Support Amendment (Restart and Exceptional Circumstances) Bill 1997 be agreed to and passed without amendment.


























Senator Winston Crane


Chairman, Legislation Committee


11 November 1997
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