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1.1 Mr Mercurius Goldstein has made an application, under the procedure 
adopted by the House on 27 August 1997, for the publication of a response 
to references made in relation to him by the Hon Barnaby Joyce MP on 
18 April 2016 in the House. 

1.2 The committee considers Mr Goldstein should be given a response and the 
terms of the response have been agreed by him and the committee. A copy 
of the response is at Appendix 1. 

1.3 In agreeing to the response, the committee notes, as required by the 
resolution of the House for rights of reply, that it has not considered or 
judged the truth of any statement made by a Member in the House or by 
the person seeking a response. 

1.4 The committee recommends that a response by Mr Goldstein (at 
Appendix 1) to references made about him, on 18 April 2016 in the House, 
be incorporated in Hansard. 
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Appendix 1 

Response by Mr Mercurius Goldstein to 
remarks made by the Deputy Prime Minister 

The Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Barnaby Joyce MP, made a reference to me, 
in the House on 18 April 2016, which adversely affected my reputation. 

I did not so vote as the Member for New England inferred in his reference to me 
by name in the House. As I was not a member of the Livestock and Bulk Carriers’ 
Association, but was their guest at a meeting of their members, I did not assume to 
myself any voting rights at the meeting. Any such vote or abstention by me would 
be moot as I was not a member with voting rights at the meeting in question. 

As the vote of members was taken, I was seated on an elevated stage before an 
audience of some 100 or so persons gathered, most if not all of whom would have 
been able to see that I did not raise my hand at any time during the vote, neither 
for nor against the motion. 
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