


Key release dates—February 2012

The following are advertised release dates for the statistics that appear in this publication. Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) publications are released at 11.30am (Canberra time). Copies of all ABS
publications are available from the ABS website at www.abs.gov.au.

Wednesday 1 Dept. Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, Labour market and
related payments: a monthly profile, Dec 2011

Thursday 2 ABS, International trade in goods and services, Dec 2011, cat. no. 5368.0
ABS, Building approvals, Dec 2011, cat. no. 8731.0

Monday 6 ABS, Retail trade, Australia, Dec 2011, cat. no. 8501.0
ANZ, Job advertisements series, Jan 2012 ANZ

Tuesday 7 ABS, Overseas arrivals and departures, Australia, Dec 2011, cat. no. 3401.0

Monday 13 ABS, Housing finance, Dec 2011, cat. no. 5609.0

Wednesday 15  ABS, Sales of new motor vehicles, Jan 2012, cat. no. 9314.0

Thursday 16 ABS, Labour force, Australia, Jan 2012, cat. no. 6202.0

Wednesday 22  ABS, Labour price index, Dec 2011, cat. no. 6345.0

Thursday 23 ABS, Labour force, detailed—electronic, Jan 2012, cat. no. 6291.0.55.001

ABS, Average weekly earnings, Nov 2011, cat. no. 6302.0

Wednesday 29  ABS, Retail trade, Australia, Jan 2012, cat. no. 8501.0
Dept. Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, Labour market and
related payments: a monthly profile, Jan 2012
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1.1 Employment

Monthly statistical bulletin

Annual change — per cent
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Jun 07 Jun 08 Jun 09 Jun 10 Jun 11 Jun 12
Month 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Number employed (a) —'000
July 10586.4 10 897.0 10949.8 11 251.7 11439.1
August 10619.2 10917.2 10932.0 11 286.2 11 425.9
September 10 652.4 10909.8 10 963.7 11 323.7 11443.1
October 10 650.9 10 933.6 10985.4 11 362.1 11 458.2
November 10703.1 10916.3 11011.9 114116 11 450.6
December 10726.2 10920.2 11 055.7 11421.4 114213
January 10751.1 10904.1 11 097.1 11 425.8
February 10 798.5 10928.3 111116 114133
March 10822.3 10911.2 11 139.5 11 458.3
April 10 864.0 10939.2 11 160.4 11 425.9
May 10835.8 10 928.0 111713 11427.4
June 10 883.9 10911.8 11 225.0 114448
Annual average 10 743.1 10918.7 11 066.7 11 386.9
Annual change (a) — per cent
July 2.8 2.9 0.5 2.8 1.7
August 3.0 2.8 0.1 3.2 1.2
September 2.8 24 0.5 3.3 11
October 31 2.7 0.5 34 0.8
November 3.3 2.0 0.9 3.6 0.3
December 29 1.8 1.2 3.3 0.0
January 31 14 18 3.0
February 34 1.2 1.7 2.7
March 3.2 0.8 21 2.9
April 3.3 0.7 2.0 24
May 2.7 0.9 22 2.3
June 3.0 0.3 29 2.0
Annual average 3.1 1.6 14 2.9

(a) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

Source: ABS, Labour force, Cat. no. 6202.0

Key points

December 2011 saw a decrease in the
number of employed persons, when
compared with the previous month —
down 0.3 per cent. This was the
second consecutive month where
employment fell. This change was
due to a large decrease in part-time
workers (53 800), slightly offset by a
rise in full-time workers (24 500).

In the twelve months to December
2011, total employment showed no
change (0.0 per cent). While there
was an increase of 15 600 full-time
workers, there was also a
corresponding decrease in part-time
workers (15 600).

What is measured

Employment data are collected as
part of the ABS labour force survey
of people aged 15 years and over
who are considered to be in the
labour force.

By international agreement, a person
is considered employed if they are in
paid work for one hour or more a
week. People who were temporarily
away from work at the time of the
survey are still counted as employed.

Related statistics in this bulletin
= 1.2 Unemployment

= 1.3 Labour force
= 7.1 Population

Related publications
= ABS, Australian labour market
statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0

= Melbourne Institute, Monthly
bulletin of economic trends

Update
16 February 2012



Monthly statistical bulletin

1.2 Unemployment

Unemployment rate — per cent
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Jun 07 Jun 08 Jun 09 Jun 10 Jun 11 Jun 12

Month 200708 2008-09  2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Number unemployed (a) —'000
July 472.4 485.5 666.9 634.0 620.2
August 479.1 463.4 669.3 605.2 639.6
September 471.1 494.8 666.9 611.5 636.4
October 484.1 493.9 657.4 634.2 624.1
November 502.2 512.8 650.5 619.3 633.7
December 483.0 526.5 646.6 592.3 629.9
January 472.9 566.7 618.7 607.3
February 446.7 619.4 626.7 606.4
March 457.8 665.8 635.8 597.1
April 481.2 634.2 640.1 586.4
May 484.2 671.7 611.0 597.7
June 483.9 680.4 613.3 598.4
Annual average 475.5 570.5 640.9 606.9
Unemployment rate (a) (b) — per cent
July 4.3 4.3 5.7 5.3 51
August 4.3 4.1 5.8 5.1 5.3
September 4.2 4.3 5.7 5.1 5.3
October 4.3 4.3 5.6 5.3 5.2
November 45 45 5.6 5.1 5.2
December 4.3 4.6 55 4.9 5.2
January 4.2 4.9 53 5.0
February 4.0 5.4 5.3 5.0
March 4.1 5.8 5.4 5.0
April 42 55 5.4 49
May 4.3 5.8 5.2 5.0
June 4.3 5.9 5.2 5.0
Annual average 4.2 5.0 5.5 5.1

(a) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.
(b) Number unemployed as a proportion of the labour force.

Source: ABS, Labour force, Cat. no. 6202.0

Key points

There were 629 900 people actively
looking for work in December 2011.
This represents a decrease of 3800
unemployed people on the previous
month.

The December 2011 unemployment
rate was steady when compared with
November 2011, at 5.2 per cent.

Over the twelve months since
December 2010, the number of
unemployed persons increased by
37 600, resulting in a 0.3 percentage
point increase in the unemployment
rate.

What is measured

Unemployment data are collected as
part of the monthly ABS labour force
survey of people aged 15 years and
over.

Although more technical in reality,
for practical purposes a person is
considered to be unemployed if they
are 15 years of age or over, not
employed, and are actively looking
for work and are available to start
work.

Related statistics in this bulletin
= 1.1 Employment

= 1.3 Labour force

= 1.4 Long-term unemployment
= 1.5 Youth unemployment

= 1.6 ANZ job advertisements

= 1.8 Jobseekers receiving Newstart
Allowance

= 8.3 Unemployment rates

Related publications
= ABS, Australian labour market
statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0

= Melbourne Institute, Monthly
bulletin of economic trends

Update
16 February 2012


http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=6202.0&viewtitle=Labour%20Force,%20Australia~Feb%202008~Latest~13/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=6202.0&issue=Feb%202008&num=&view=&
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=6202.0&viewtitle=Labour%20Force,%20Australia~Feb%202008~Latest~13/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=6202.0&issue=Feb%202008&num=&view=&
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=6202.0&viewtitle=Labour%20Force,%20Australia~Feb%202008~Latest~13/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=6202.0&issue=Feb%202008&num=&view=&

1.3 Labour force

Monthly statistical bulletin

Participation rate — per cent
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Jun 07 Jun 08 Jun 09 Jun 10 Jun 11 Jun 12

Month 200708 2008-09  2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Labour force (a) — '000
July 11 058.9 11 382.5 11 616.7 11 885.7 12 059.2
August 11 098.3 11 380.6 11601.3 11 891.5 12 065.5
September 111235 11 404.6 11 630.7 11935.2 12079.4
October 11 135.0 114275 11 642.7 11 996.3 12 082.2
November 11 205.3 11429.1 11 662.4 12 030.9 12 084.3
December 11 209.3 11 446.6 11702.3 12 013.7 12 051.3
January 11 224.0 11470.8 11715.8 12 033.1
February 11 245.2 11547.7 11738.4 12 019.7
March 11 280.1 11577.0 117753 12 055.4
April 11 345.2 11573.4 11 800.5 12 012.3
May 11 320.0 11 599.7 11782.3 12 025.1
June 11 367.8 11592.1 11 838.2 12 043.2
Annual average 11 218.6 11 489.2 11 707.6 11 993.8
Participation rate (a) (b) — per cent
July 65.2 65.6 65.5 65.6 65.6
August 65.3 65.5 65.3 65.5 65.6
September 65.3 65.5 65.3 65.6 65.6
October 65.3 65.5 65.3 65.9 65.5
November 65.6 65.4 65.3 66.0 65.5
December 65.5 65.4 65.4 65.8 65.2
January 65.5 65.4 65.4 65.8
February 65.4 65.7 65.3 65.7
March 65.5 65.7 65.4 65.8
April 65.8 65.6 65.4 65.5
May 65.5 65.6 65.2 65.5
June 65.7 65.5 65.4 65.6
Annual average 65.5 65.5 65.4 65.7

(a) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.
(a) Labour force as a proportion of the civilian population aged 15 years and over.

Source: ABS, Labour force, Cat. no. 6202.0

Key points

The number of people in the labour
force decreased by 33 100 in
December 2011 compared with the
previous month, representing a
change of 0.3 percent.

In the 12 months to December, there
was an overall expansion of the
labour force, attributable to an
increase in the number of
unemployed persons (37 600).

After remaining fairly steady since
April 2011, the labour force
participation rate decreased to 65.2
per cent.

What is measured

Labour force data are collected as
part of the ABS labour force survey
of people aged 15 years and over
who are considered to be in the
labour force.

The labour force comprises all those
people who are employed at the time
of survey plus all those who are
unemployed.

Not everyone is part of the labour
force; the participation rate is the
percentage of the civilian population
aged 15 years and over who are in
the labour market.

Related statistics in this bulletin
= 1.1 Employment

= 1.2 Unemployment
= 7.1 Population

= 7.2 Components of population
change

Related publications
= ABS, Australian labour market
statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0

Update
16 February 2012


http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=6202.0&viewtitle=Labour%20Force,%20Australia~Feb%202008~Latest~13/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=6202.0&issue=Feb%202008&num=&view=&



