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Date ~ n ~ ~ o ~ u ~ ~ ~ :  8 A p r i l  15186 
House: House o f  Representat .i ves 
~ ~ e s e n t ~ ~  by I Hon, Ralph W i l l i s ,  M.P., M i n i s t e r  

f o r  Employment and I n d u s t r i a l  
Re1 a t  ions 

DIGEST ILL  

Purpose 

To c a n c e l  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
B u i l d i n g  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Employees' and B u i l d e r s  Labourers '  
Federat ion (BLF) under t h e  ~ o n ~ i ~ i a ~ i ~ n  an ~ ~ ~ i t ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~  Act 
1904. 

The Government f i r s t  l e g i s l a t e d  t o  d e - r e g i s t e r  t h e  
BLF i n  'late 1985 when t h e  Building I ~ d ~ ~ t ~ y  Act 1985 came 
i n t o  force. That Act  prov ided f o r  a hear ing  by t h e  
C o n c i l i a t i o n  and A r b i t r a t i o n  C o ~ i s s i o n ~  a t  t h e  ~ i n i ~ t ~ r ' s  
request,  t o  determine i f  t h e  BLF had breached undertakings 
g i v e n  t o  t h e  Commission o r  t h e  Federal Court ,  o r  had acted 
c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a r b i t r a t i o n .  I f  t h e  
C o ~ i s s i o n  dec la red  t h a t  t h e  BLF had breached ag~eements o r  
acted c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a r ~ ~ ~ r a t ~ o n ,  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  was g i v e n  power t o ,  amongst o t h e r  o p t i o n s ,  
d e - r e g i s t e r  t h e  BLF. The u ~ ~ ~ y  Act 1985 a l s o  
prov ided f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o  a l l o c a t e  t h e  coverage removed 
f rom the  BLF t o  o t h e r  unions. On 4 A p r i l  1986 t h e  
C o ~ i s s ~ o n  dec lared t h a t  t h e  BLF had breached u n d e ~ t ~ ~ i n g s  
and acted c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a r ~ i t r a ~ i o n ~  

However, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Commission's d e c l a r a t i o n  t h e  
Government anno~nced t h a t  i t  would na t  p r ~ ~ ~ e d  under t h e  

c t  1985 b u t  ~ o ~ l d  ~ ~ t ~ ~ d u ~ e  separate 
o ensure t h e  immedjate d e ~ r e ~ ~ s ~ r a t ~ ~ n  o f  t h e  

BLF and t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  i t s  coverage t o  0% r unions. I n  
t h e  Second Reading Speech f o r  t h i s  Bi l l  t h e  n i s t e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  ' w i t h o ~ ~  i ~ e d i a t ~  a c t ~ o n ~  t h e  B E  w i l l  u n ~ o u ~ ~ e d ~ ~  do 
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everything in i t s  power t o  s t r ing o u t  for many months f inal  
resolution of proceedings under the Building Industry Act in 
relation t o  i t  and,  a t  the same time, place massive 
i n d u s t r i a l  pressure on employers n o t  t o  support. the  
Government's action' .[If 

For further ~nformation on the BLF's ac t iv i t i e s  
t r y  Act  1985, prior t o  the introduction of the ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  I 

refer  t o  the Digest for t h a t  B i l l  (No. 85/140). 

Clause 3 w i l l  cancel the BLF's registration under 

For further information, i f  required, contact the 
Economics and Commerce Group. 

21 April 1986 

1. House of Representatives, Hansard, 8 April 1986, p.1827. 

@ ~ o i n m o n ~ e ~ ~ ~ h  of A u ~ t r a l ~ a  1986 

Except t o  the extent o f  the uses permitted under the 
1968, no p a r t  of t h i s  p u b ~ ~ c a t ~ o ~ i  may be 

r e p r ~ ~ u c ~ d  or ~ r a n s 6 ~ ~ t t ~ ~  in any form or by any means, 
incl u d i n y  i n . ~ o r m ~ ~ ~ Q n  per rage and retrieval system, without 
t he  p r i o r  wri t ten consent of the  Departrnent of  t he  
P a ~ ~ ~ a r n e n t a r ~  Library, ~ e p r o d u ~ ~ i o n  i s  permit t~d by Members 
o f  t h e  ~ ~ r l ~ ~ ~ n ~ n t  of the ~ ~ r n n i o ~ w e ~ ~ t h  in the course of the i r  
off ic ia l  duties, 


