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Mr Robert Little

Committee Secretary
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Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600
Dear Mr Little

I refer to the Hearing of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security of 14 May
2009 for the re-listing of Ansar al-Islam, Asbat al-Ansar (AAA), Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), Islamic
Army of Aden (IAA), Lashkar-e Jhangvi (LeJ) and Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) as
terrorist organisations under the Criminal Code.

During the Hearing the Committee asked a number of questions of the Attorney-General’s
Department and provided some follow-up questions.

The Committee requested copies of the non-public Statements of Reasons prepared by ASIO . For
the Committee’s information, copies are attached to this letter. In future there will no longer be two
different versions of Statements of Reasons for future listings.

The Committee also requested additional information regarding some of the particulars of the
Statements of Reasons. This information appears below.

Responses to Committee Questions

1. Why was the Committee provided with different statements of reasons to that ASIO provided
to the Attorney-General’s Department?

2. Why was the Attorney-General’s Department unaware that the Committee had received an
altered version of the statements of reasons?

ASIO provides the Attorney-Generals' Department with both a public and non-public version of
each Statement of Reasons. In the past the Attorney-General’s Department has provided the
Committee with a non-public version of the Statement of Reasons. On this occasion there was
confusion about the procedure and the Committee was only sent the public version of the Statement
of Reasons.
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Why did the Attorney-General’s Department have no knowledge of ASIO’s holding of intelligence
and information that served to corroborate the open source information provided in the statements
of reasons?

The Attorney-General's Department is well aware that ASIO collects and holds intelligence and
information that corroborates the open source information provided in the statements of reasons.
The Attorney-General's Department is not aware of the particular intelligence and information that
is used to corroborate open source information provided in particular statements of reasons as this is
a matter for ASIO

Additional information — particulars of Statements of Reasons

In response to a request of the Committee, ASIO has provided a transcript of the interview with
Khalid Abd-al-Nabi, the leader of the Islamic Army of Aden (IAA), a copy of which is attached.
ASIO has also provided information from the US Department of State website regarding the US
Terrorist Exclusion List, on which the IAA appears, and the Foreign Terrorist Organisations List,
which does not mention the IAA. This information is attached and outlines the operation of the
different lists however we are unable to comment on why a group would appear on one and not the
other as this is an internal matter for US agencies.

In relation to a Committee question regarding the reasons for the decision of the Attorney-General
not to re-list the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, ASIO has advised me that this question was subsequently
answered by ASIO during their Hearing.

I trust this answers the Committee’s queries.

Yours sincerely

Geoff McDonald
First Assistant Secretar
National Security Law an:

Rolicy Division
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UNCLASSIFIED

Asbat al-Ansar (AAA)

(Also known as: League of Partisans; Band of Partisans, Band of Helpers,
League of the Followers, Partisans’ League, Usbat al-Ansar, Usbat ul-Ansar,
Osbat al-Ansar, Isbat al-Ansar, Esbat al-Ansar).

The following information is based on publicly available details about Asbat al-
Ansar (AAA). These details have been corroborated by material from
intelligence investigations into the activities of AAA and by official reporting.
ASIO assesses the details set out below are accurate and reliable.

AAA is listed in the United Nation’s 1267 Commiittee’s consolidated list and as a
proscribed terrorist organisation by the governments of Canada, the UK, the US
and Russia.

AAA adheres to an extremist jihadist ideology akin to that of al-Qa’ida (AQ).
AAA’s objectives are to establish a Sunni Islamic state in Lebanon by
overthrowing the Lebanese government, eliminating Israel and impeding anti-
Islamic and pro-Western influences in Lebanon. The group believes its struggle
justifies violence against civilians and the group’s strategy in seeking its objective
includes the use of terrorist tactics.

AAA is a Sunni Muslim extremist group, largely based in the Ayn al-Hilwah
Palestinian refugee camp near Sidon in southern Lebanon. The group was
established by Hisham al-Shraidi after Lebanon's Al-Gamaa al-Islamiyya group
removed him in 1986. Shraidi was assassinated in 1991, apparently on the orders
of Amin Khayid, a Fatah member also based in the Ayn al-Hilwah camp. He
was succeeded by Ahmed Abd al-Karim al-Saadi, who is also known as Abu
Mubhyjin.

Current status of AAA

In the 1990’s, AAA limited its operations to Lebanon and engaged in a number of
low-level attacks against “‘un-Islamic” targets. These included attacks against
religious institutions, bars, and theatres, as well as Lebanese forces, elements of
the Lebanese government and foreign nationals. The group became more widely
known following a series of attacks on nightclubs, theatres and liquor stores.
AAA widened its operations to conduct attacks against foreign interests in
Lebanon and assassinations of significant religious leaders. AAA’s attack
methods included rocket-propelled grenades, explosive charges, rockets and car
bombs. Since 2004 there is no record of AAA conducting any violent operations
in Lebanon. However, there is evidence of AAA members being involved in
violent incidents, including fighting Coalition forces in Iraq.

AAA has recently been reluctant to involve itself in operations in Lebanon as it
fears it will attract the attention of the Lebanese Armed Forces and threaten its
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UNCLASSIFIED

Leadership and Membership

AAA was formerly led by Ahmed Abd al-Karim al-Saadi (aka Abu Mubhjin).
Abu Mubhjin has continued his activities in secret after being sentenced to death
by the Lebanese Government in absentia for the 1994 assassination of Sheikh
Nizar al-Halabi, the leader of a rival Islamic extremist group. In his absence,
Abu Muhjin’s brother, Haytham ‘Abd Al-Karim Al Sa’di (aka Abu Tariq), had
been nominally leading the group

AAA is primarily Palestinian and its membership is estimated to be 100-300
members. AAA operatives have previously fought in Afghanistan, Chechnya,
Kashmir, the Balkans and Iraq.

AAA engagement in terrorist activities

On 8 January 2008 the Lebanese military judiciary security forces charged
Mu'ammar Al-Awami (aka Ibn al-Shahid), who is believed to be associated
with AAA, and charged him with planning attacks against American fast food
outlets in Beirut in 2002 and 2003. AAA members were involved in other
violence in Lebanon in 2003, including a June 2003 rocket attack on the Hariri
affiliated Future TV building in Beirut.

Around 2003, AAA gave priority to supporting the insurgency in Iraq with a
corresponding reduction in its activities in Lebanon. AAA operatives have been
involved in fighting Coalition Forces in Iraq since at least 2005 and several
members of the group have been killed in anti-Coalition operations.

In September 2004 AAA linked operatives were believed to be involved in a plan
to target foreign embassies and Lebanese Government offices for terrorist
attacks. In October 2004, Mahir al-Sa’idi, a member of AAA, was sentenced in
absentia to life imprisonment for plotting to assassinate former US Ambassador to
Lebanon David Satterfield in 2000. Al-Sa'idi was working in cooperation with
Abu Muhammad al-Masri, the head of al-Qa’ida at the Ayn al-Hilwah refugee
camp, where fighting has occurred between Asbat al-Ansar and Fatah elements.

Members of AAA were believed responsible for a Katyusha rocket attack on the
Galilee region of Israel in December 2005 and most likely sought refuge in
southern Lebanon in AAA controlled neighbourhoods

In May 2007 AAA announced one of its members was “martyred” during an
attack outside Ayn al-Hilwah against the Lebanese Army in support of the Fatah
al-Islam conflict in Nahr al-Barid refugee camp.

Lebanese authorities detained a cell of al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI) extremists in June
2007 in the Bekaa Valley that had trained with AAA and was possibly planning
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UNCLASSIFIED

Ansar al-Islam

(Also known as Ansar al-Sunna, Partisans of Islam, Protectors of Islam, Kurdistan
Supporters of Islam, Supporters of Islam in Kurdistan, Followers of Islam in
Kurdistan, Kurdish Taliban, Devotees of Islam, Jaish Ansar al-Islam, Jaish Ansar
a-Sunna, Ansar al-Islam Army, Army of Ansar al-Islam, Jund al-Islam, Soldiers of
Islam, Soldiers of God, Protectors of the Sunna Faith)

The following information is based on publicly available details about Ansar al-Islam
(formerly listed as Ansar al-Sunna). These details have been corroborated by classified
material. ASIO assesses that the details set out below are accurate and reliable.

Ansar al-Islam is listed as Ansar al-Islam in the United Nations 1267 Committee’s
consolidated list and by the governments of Canada and the US. Ansar al-Islam and
Ansar al-Sunna, though the same entity, are listed separately by the UK government. It is
also listed by the European Union (EU) for the purposes of its anti-terrorism measures.

Current status of Ansar al-Islam

Ansar al-Islam has been through several name changes since its formation in December
2001. Originally established under its present name, Ansar al-Islam emerged from a
conglomeration of several smaller Kurdish-based Sunni extremist groups within the
Kurdish Autonomous Zone (KAZ) in northern Iraq. At this stage, Ansar al-Islam focused
on the defeat of the secular Kurdish leadership to establish an independent Islamic state
in the KAZ.

In March 2003, successful joint Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and US military
operations against Ansar al-Islam strongholds forced many in the group to disperse to
other locations, including Iran. Ansar al-Islam members regrouped shortly thereafter and
returned to Iraq, where they sought, in cooperation with other foreign and Iraqi militants,
to create a more broad-based and less overtly-Kurdish organisation for the Sunni jihadist
resistance to the Coalition presence in Iraq.

As a result, Ansar al-Islam evolved into Ansar al-Sunna. In late 2003, the new group
formally announced its existence in an internet statement calling upon all jihadists in Iraq
to unite under the name Ansar al-Sunna. Following the release of this statement, attacks
conducted by Ansar al-Islam operatives were claimed under the name Ansar al-Sunna.

Because they were one and the same group, Ansar al-Sunna’s leadership was similar to
that of Ansar al-Islam as was its mainly Arab-Kurdish composition. Further, Ansar al-
Sunna focused its attacks on the same enemies as its predecessor — in its first major
strikes, Ansar al-Sunna, on 14 October 2003, bombed the Turkish Embassy in Baghdad,
killing one bystander, and on 1 February 2004, it claimed responsibility for multiple
simultaneous suicide car bombings on PUK offices in Arbil that killed at least 105
civilians and injured 130 others.

Like other Salafist terrorist groups, especially al-Qa’ida, Ansar al-Sunna’s ultimate
objective was to establish a Sunni-dominated Islamic state in Iraq. For this reason, Ansar
al-Sunna, as well as conducting attacks on members of the ‘apostate’ Iraqi government,
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