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The Senate and Legislation

The Senate in sessid@)10

Bills parties holding a majority in the House of
o o Representatives (the government) to implement its
A proposal for a law, or legislation, that is introducgd ngjicies, These policies may relate to the raising of
into Parliament is called a bill. Bills are considergd ravenue through taxation bills or the expenditure of
consecutively by the two houses of the Fedg§ralnoney through appropriation bills, which include
Parliament, the House of Representatives and |thgyose bills giving effect to the expenditure proposals
Senate. The two houses must agree to a bill iynnounced each May by the Treasurer in the Budget.
identical terms before it can be transmitted to hegijis introduced to the Federal Parliament may cover
GovernorGeneral for assent which marks its| any policy area over which the Commonwealth has
passage into law. jurisdiction. These policy areas are generally
outlined in section 51 of the Constitution and include
Government bills such matters as international an_d interstate trade a_md
commerce, postal, telegraphic and telephonic
Most bills that the Parliament agrees to are propdsedervices, defence, currency, banking, quarantine,
by the ministry formed by the party or coalition |>f copyright, migration, marriage and divorce,
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