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Executive summary

A This paper providesables and charts @h allow comparisongetween individual state
and territories across a broad range of social and economic indicators.

A Each table contains data for the last five years, while each chart plots data for th
year that data are available.
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Introduction

The Australian economy performed well in 2008, maintaining a trend that has continued
over a number of years. Despite the strong performance overall, however, there remains
considerable divergence between the statesterritories. The staodt statewas Western
Australia. In2007 08, Western Australidnadone of the lowest rates of unemployment in the
country, combined with an economic growth rate, average wage levajrandh ratein
business investment thatere significantly above the national aweye. Despite these strong
economic fundamentals, Western Australia in Z@®&7 nonetheless experiencdzklow
average growth rates fetail turnover and dwellingpprovals The other strongly performing

state was Queensland which, like Western Australia,shbenefited considerably from
exposure to the mining boom.

The weakest performing state in 2008 was New South Wales with an economic growth

rate signifcantly lower than that of any other state. In addition, New South Wales
experienced one of the loweasites of employment growth and wages growth in the country,
combined withthe second highest growth rate in bankruptcies after Tasmdar@over the

net debt of the New South Wales general government sector was higher, relative to the size of
its econory, thanthat ofany other state.

Generally speaking, Western Australia, Queensland and the Northern Territory have tended
to perform better than the rest of the country. This has been a fairly persistent trend over a
number of years, tending to widenetlyap in the performance different parts of the
country.

The disparity in performance across Australia has focused attention on the economic and
social conditions in the individual states and territories. The purpose of this paper, therefore,
is to preent a range of indicators for the states and territories in such a way that comparisons
can be made. This has meant that some indicators that merely reflect the size of an economy
(e.g. retail turnover) have been presented so that emphasis is on thegaowtiakrate of the
indicator. Other indicators have bepresented as a rafioe.g. longterm unemployed to

total unemployed or general governmheebt to gross state prodéicto that comparisons can

be made.

This publication is the second in a serigds hopedthat it will be updated annually. It is a
companion publication téMonthly Satistical Bulletinthat contains only Australi@ide data.

As thereare social and economic terms thaty beunfamiliar to the reader, a glossary has
been provided at thend of this publication.

Note: The financial crisis which began in 2008 is having major repercussions around the
world. Global events will have an inevitable impact on Austrak#éh the likelihoodthat
economic growth in Australia will fall. The extent of the slowdomiti vary between states.
Consequently, thealues for several economic indicator2B08 09 could deviate markedly

from the trends shown in this paper.
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Historical data

Long-term data series for every table that appears in this paper are available electronically
and can be found &ttp://libiisl/Library Services/Quicklinks/state_mesi/index.htm

Thelong-term series for the companion publicatMonthly Statistical Bulletircan be found
at http://libiis1/Library_Services/Quicklinks/msb_edata/index.htm

Note: The above linksam only be accessed by members, senators and parliamentary staff.


http://libiis1/Library_Services/Quicklinks/state_mesi/index.htm
http://libiis1/Library_Services/Quicklinks/msb_edata/index.htm
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1.1 Employment

Annual change (%), 2007-08
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NSW Vie Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
200304 200405 2005-06 200607 200708

Number employed (a) —"000
New South Wales 31646 32075 32614 33193 33993
Victoria 23770 24498 249038 25585 26276
Queensland 1843 4 19397 20069 20993 21585
South Australia 7191 7291 7435 7558 7122
Western Australia 9704 10106 10597 10860 11251
Tasmania 2102 2159 2228 2245 2307
Northern Territory 962 950 979 1030 109.1
Australian Capital Territory 1754 178.7 1814 188.1 1899
Australia 95563 98264 100643 103346 106124
Annual change — per cent
New South Wales 12 14 1.7 18 24
Victoria 16 31 1.7 217 27
Queensland 33 52 35 46 28
South Australia 18 14 20 17 22
Western Australia 13 4.1 49 25 36
Tasmania 45 27 32 038 28
Northern Territory 29 -13 30 53 59
Australian Capital Territory 00 19 15 317 10
Australia 18 28 24 217 27

{a) Anmual average.
Sowce: ABS, Labowr Force, Cat. No. 6291 0.55.001
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1.2 Unemployment

Unemployment rate (%), 2007-08
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NSW Vie Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
200304 200405 2005-06 200607 200708

Number unemployed (a) — "000
New South Wales 1833 1765 1790 1739 1634
Victoria 1370 1439 1376 1285 1229
Queensland 1193 1007 1010 872 825
South Australia 467 431 380 399 391
Western Australia 588 4938 4140 362 383
Tasmania 153 142 156 135 119
Northern Territory 53 57 5.7 11 51
Ausiralian Capital Territory 70 65 6.1 57 50
Australia 57127 5405 5272 4890 4680
Unemployment rate (a) (b) — per cent
New South Wales 55 52 52 50 416
Victoria 54 55 52 18 45
Queensland 6.1 19 418 10 37
South Australia 6.1 56 49 50 138
Western Australia 57 47 40 32 33
Tasmania 68 62 6.6 57 419
Northern Territory 52 57 55 38 44
Ausiralian Capital Territory 38 35 33 30 26
Australia 57 52 50 45 42
{a) Anmual average.

{b) Number unempl oyed as a proportion of the 1abour force.
Sowrce: ABS, Labowr Force, Cat. No. 6291.0.55.001
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1.3 Labour force

Participation rate (%),2007-08
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NSW Vic Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
200304 200405 2005-06 200607 200708

Labour force (a) — "000)
New South Wales 33479 33841 34404 34932 35627
Victoria 25139 25938 26284 26869 27505
Queensland 19627 20404 21080 21865 22410
South Australia 7659 7122 7815 7957 8113
Western Australia 10292 10603 110338 11223 11634
Tasmania 2254 230.1 2384 2380 2426
Northern Territory 1015 1007 1036 1071 1142
Ausiralian Capital Territory 1825 1852 1875 1938 1949
Australia 101290 103668 105915 108235 110804
Participation rate (a) (b) — per cent
New South Wales 623 624 628 631 635
Victoria 631 64.1 642 646 650
Queensland 646 655 663 671 671
South Australia 616 616 619 624 628
Western Australia 656 663 678 676 683
Tasmania 589 593 609 603 610
Northern Territory 708 694 697 702 730
Ausiralian Capital Territory 713 719 721 736 725
Australia 634 639 644 648 652

{a) Anmual average.
{b) Labour force as a proportion of the avilian population aged 15 years and over.
Sowrce: ABS, Labowr Force, Cat. No. 6291.0.55.001
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1.4 Long-term unemployed

Percentage of total une mployed, 2 00708
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NSW Vie Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
200304 2004-05 2005-06 200607 2007-08
Long-term unemployed (a) (b) — "000
New South Wales 407 383 370 350 306
Victora 285 300 264 204 178
Queensland 232 162 149 121 91
South Australia 110 86 74 68 70
Western Australia 105 71 53 40 28
Tasmania 51 42 39 34 25
Northern Temitory 05 02 06 05 04
Ausiralian Capital Territory 038 10 09 06 06
Ausfralia 1203 1055 96.5 8238 707
Long-term unemployed (a) (b) — percentage of total unemployed
New South Wales 222 21.7 207 201 187
Victoria 208 208 192 159 144
Queensland 195 160 147 138 110
South Australia 236 199 195 171 179
Western Australia 178 142 121 112 12
Tasmania 334 292 250 254 212
Northern Territory 100 41 98 112 84
Ausfralian Capital Territory 110 147 146 102 110
Ausfralia 210 195 183 169 151
{a) Anmual average.

{b) Unemployed for 52 weeks or more.
Sowce: ABS, Labowr Force, Cat. No. 6291 0.55.001
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1.5 Youth unemployment

Youth unemployment rate (%), 2007-08
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NSW Vic Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
2003-04 200405 2005-06 200607 200708
Unemployed youth (a) (b) — '000
New South Wales 199 199 202 207 205
Vicionia 107 134 121 112 107
Queensland 138 125 143 118 103
South Australia 6.1 55 19 57 47
Western Australia 79 63 65 45 52
Tasmania 19 22 16 20 1.8
Northern Territory 07 06 05 03 07
Ausiralian Capital Territory 10 07 06 07 05
Ausfralia 619 613 608 569 544
Youth unemployment rate (a) (c) — per cent
New South Wales 210 217 224 236 211
Victoria 198 225 214 200 186
Queensland 199 173 196 156 135
South Australia 253 249 219 273 223
Western Australia 204 155 151 108 117
Tasmania 204 266 193 236 225
Northern Territory 208 221 141 91 180
Ausiralian Capital Territory 246 169 151 146 112
Ausfralia 208 203 202 191 174

(a) Anmal average.

{b) 1519 year olds locking for full-time work.

(c) 15-19 year olds lodking for full-time work as a proportion of the full-time youth labour force.
Sowce: ABS, Labowr Force, Cat No. 6291.0.55.001
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1.6 Job vacancies

Vacancy rate (%), 2007-08
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NSW Vic ACT Aust
200304 200405 200506 200607 200708
Vacancies (a) — "000
New South Wales 384 4138 432 476 546
Victoria 290 331 319 318 356
Queensland 230 31.7 31.7 382 390
South Australia 55 7.7 92 96 95
Western Australia 93 138 186 246 292
Tasmania 1.7 20 23 24 27
Northern Territory 1.7 24 23 26 35
Ausiralian Capital Territory 24 37 40 418 56
Australia 1107 1380 1431 1616 1796
Vacancy rate (a) (b) — per cent
New South Wales 1.37 1.55 1.50 1.60 180
Victoria 1.37 1.51 143 139 151
Queensland 1.45 1.89 1.80 206 204
South Australia 0.88 121 140 144 138
Western Australia 1.12 1.60 2402 254 291
Tasmania 092 1.06 1.17 122 131
Northern Territory 1.94 264 2.53 266 345
Ausiralian Capital Territory 1.45 219 233 270 311
Australia 1.32 1.60 1.61 1.75 189
{a) Anmual average.

{b) The mumber of job vacancies expressed as a percentage of the mumber of employee jobs plus the mamber of job vacancies.

Sowrces: ABS, Job Vacancies, Cat. No. 6354.0; ABS, Labour Force, Cat. No. 6291.0.55.003
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Days lost per '000 emplovees, 200708
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NSW Vie Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
200304 2004-05 200506 200607 2007-08
Working days st — "000
New South Wales 244 8 597 689 286 616
Victoria 1579 784 632 477 709
Queensland 319 31.7 168 30 17
South Australia 144 440 63 41 100
Western Australia 100 4 640 265 20 104
Tasmania 11 24 0.7 03 07
Northern Temitory 13 340 38 01 35
Ausfralian Capital Territory 08 01 24 27 00
Ausiralia 5523 2431 1886 884 1650
Working days lost per "000 employees
New South Wales 886 218 243 98 203
Victoria 762 363 286 213 303
Queensland 203 192 938 15 42
South Australia 237 63 97 63 150
Western Australia 1229 753 298 22 105
Tasmania 60 123 42 16 36
Northern Temitory 139 346 438 08 356
Ausfralian Capital Territory 44 038 141 155 01
Ausiralia 669 288 216 99 176

Sowce: ABS, Industrial Disputes, Australia, Cat.No. 6321.0.55.001
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2.1 Average weekly ordinary time earnings

Dollars per week, 2007-08
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NSW Vic Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aust
200304 2004-05 200506 200607 2007-08
AWOTE (a) (b) —8 per week
New South Wales 9791 10163 10745 11032 11427
Victoria 9373 9803 10083 10355 10886
Queensland 8679 9114 9498 990.1 10438
South Australia 864 4 908.1 9581 9945 10372
Western Australia 9391 9945 10538 11367 1234.1
Tasmania 8334 8773 9180 9692 10106
Northern Temitory 909 2 9690 10054 10207 10733
Ausfralian Capital Territory 10540 11163 11819 12513 12898
Ausiralia 934 6 9768 10226 10601 11126
Annual change — per cent
New South Wales 42 38 57 27 36
Victoria 47 46 29 27 51
Queensland 63 50 42 42 54
South Australia 41 51 55 38 43
Western Australia 55 59 60 79 86
Tasmania 1.8 53 46 56 43
Northern Territory 60 66 38 15 52
Ausfralian Capital Territory 37 59 59 59 31
Ausiralia 438 45 4.7 37 50

{a) Anmual average.
{b) Average weckly ordinary time camings for full-fime adult employees.
Sowce: ABS, Average Weddy Eamings, Cat No.6302.0
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Annual change (%), 2007-08
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