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DIGEST OF BILL 

Purpose 

To p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a h i g h e r  educat ion 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  charge b y  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y .  

Background 

On 1 9  August 1986 t h e  Treasurer  announced t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a h i g h e r  educat ion a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  charge as 
p a r t  o f  t h e  1986-87 Budget. The charge i s  t o  be $250 per 
s tudent  i n  1987. 

The Commonwealth's d i r e c t  e x p e n d i t u r e  on t e r t i a r y  
educat ion i n  1985-86 was $2511.6 m i l l i o n . [ l ]  The charge i s  
in tended t o  d e f r a y  some o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  overheads 
be ing  faced by t e r t i a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The charge w i l l  be 
c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and i t  i s  es t ima ted  t h a t  i n  
1987 c o l l e c t i o n s  w i l l  t o t a l  some $97 m i l l i o n . [ 2 ]  Grants t o  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  be reduced by 90 p e r  c e n t  o f  est imated 
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a l l o w i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  r e t a i n  10 per  cent  f o r  
t h e i r  own purposes. C o l l e c t i o n s  by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Nat ional  
U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  1987 are  est imated t o  be $1579 m i l l i o n .  

Main P r o v i s i o n s  

Clause 2 w i l l  i n s e r t  a new s e c t i o n  29A i n t o  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  A c t  1 9 4 6 .  Proposed 
s u b - s e c t i o n  2 9 A ( l )  d e f i n e s  ' e n r o l m e n t '  and ' r e l e v a n t  
enro lment '  f o r  t h e  purposes o f  t h e  new s e c t i o n .  'Relevant 
enro lment '  w i l l  be d e f i n e d  so as ~ n o t  t o  i n c l u d e  people who 
a re  

. e n r o l l i n g  i n  a course o f  t e c h n i c a l  o r  f u r t h e r  
educat i o n  ; 
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f u l l  fee paying overseas students; 

students who have already paid the charge a t  
the same ~ n s t i t u t i o n  when enroll ing i n  another 
course for the same year ;  

e members of a c lass  who receive Commonwealth 
a1 1 owances, benefi ts  o r  pensions where t h a t  
c lass  has been declared exempt by the ~ i n i s t e r  
in the Gazette; 

students enrolled in a course a t  another 
ins t i tu t ion  when enrolment in t h a t  course i s  a 
c o m p ~ ~ s o ~ y  component of the f i r s t  course and 
the administrative charge applied t o  the f i r s t  
course; and 

e people holding a scholarship with a l i v i n g  
allowance of a t  ‘least $1000. 

Proposed sub-section 29A(2 )  requires the Austral ian National 
University t o  impose the charge, the amount of which will be 
prescribed by 4D of the  ~ t ~ t ~ ~  rants ~ ~ ~ ~ t i a ~ y  
Education Assi  s c t  1984. 

Also refer  t o  the Digest f o r  the 

B i l l  1986 (No. 86/109) 

For fur ther  information, i f  required, contact the 
Education and ‘del fare  Group. 

1 September 1986 
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