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t i t l e  of a 
the Wreck Bay 

quent i a1 amen~ment 

The Wreck Bay A ~ o r i ~ ~ ~ ~ ?  ~on~rnun~ ty  (the ~ornm~ni ty)  
i s  s i ~ u a ~ ~ d  a t  ~ r ~ c k  y i n  the Jervis ay T e r r i t o r ~ ~  on the 
s o ~ t h ~ r n  New S o u t h  l e s  ~0~~~ 126 k ~ ~ o ~ ~ t ~ e ~  east o f  
Canberra~ In 1915, t h i s  are as  a ~ ~ ~ ~ r e ~  under the 9 

~ c ~ e ~ t a n c e  Act ~ ~ ~ ~ r d ~ n c ~  w i t h  the $e 

w capital of the ~ o ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ e a ~ ~ h ~  Canberra, w i t h  
i s  p l a n  r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~  ~ ~ r e a ~ ~ ~ ~ d  due e o  t h e  

real 1 o c a t i  on o f  ~ o ~ i ~ o ~ ~ ~ a ~  t h  r ~ s o u ~ ~  s d u r i n g  the F i rs t  
~ ~ a ~ ~ t s  of the 

ar pow$r stat ion 
roceeded with e 

1908, These Acts 

The ~ i s ~ o ~ y  o f  the ~r~~~ Bay ~ o r n ~ u n ~ t y  begins 
short ly  before the Firs t  World War   he^ t h e  families o f  
Aboriginal f i  ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ e f l  ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  the area, I n  1922 about 
25 Aborigines 1l”ved a’lorrg the s of Mary and ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ o ~ d  
Bays. I n  1928 the Mew Sou th  Board f o r  ~ ~ o t ~ c t ~ ~ n  of 
Abori g i  nes ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ e d  t h i s  ~~~~~~t t o  
the s t a t ion  under t o f  the  NSW 

c t  1909. Housing, chool  i ng and various we1 f a re  
rneasure~ were ~ ~ o v ~ d ~ ~  by the oard,  ~ h ~ ~ u ~ h o ~ t  i t s  ear ly 
history Wreck Bay was a s ~ ~ f - s ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ n t  f i s h i n g  community. 
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1 ‘ r e s e r v e ’  or ‘ s t a % i o n ’  s t a t u s  
pu te  arose over t h e  ~ o u ~ d a r i e ~  o f  t h e  

reserve  and i n  1954 an area o f  land  as ~ a ~ ~ t t ~ d  as a 
reserve. A t  t h a t  t i m e  about 166 peop’le were l i v i n g  a t  Wreck 
Bay, 

I n  1965 contrral o f  Wreck Bay was t r a ~ t s ~ e r r e d  from 
t h e  Mew South ~ a ~ ~ s  A b ~ r ~ g ~ n a ~  ~ ~ ~ t ~ c t i o n  Board t o  t h e  
Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  The p o p u ~ ~ t ~ ~ n  of Wreck Bay 
remal’ned s t a t i c  d u r i n g  t h e  1960s and 1.970s a t  approx imate ly  
22 households Houses were ~ o f l s t r u c t e d  and c h i  1 dren s t a r t e d  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  ~ n t e ~ ~ ~ t e d  s c h o o ~  a t  Jervjs Bay. 

I n  1971  t h e  J c r v i s  Bay a t u r e  R e s e r v e  was 
proc la imed over t h e  m a j o r i t y  ~f t h e  J e r v i s  Bay T e r r i t o r y  
i n c l u d i n g  w i t h i n  i t s  boundar ies a l l  ~ ~ o n - r e s ~ ~ e n , ~ i ~ ~ ’  land 
which e f f e c t i v e l y  i so la ted  t h e  c o ~ m u n i t y ~  Since t h a t  t ime 
t h e  Wreck Bay A b o r i ~ ~ n a ~  Cffmmunit~ has been f l ~ g o t i ~ t ~ n g  w i t h  
t h e  ~Qmmonwea~ t h  ~ o v e r n m e n ~  over ,the p r ~ p o s e d  ~ o u ~ ~ d a r i e s  f o r  
a g ran t  o f  land t o  t h e  C o m ~ u n ~ t y ~  The present Bi l l  seeks t o  
g r a n t  f r e e h o l d  t i t l e  t o  t h e  Wreck Bay Abor ig ina’ l  Community 
over  an area of l a n d  t h e  b ~ u n d a r i e s  o f  which a r e  descr ibed 
i n  t h e  Schedule t o  t h e  B i l l ,  

The Wreck Bay Abori g ina l  ~ o ~ ~ m u n ~ t y  Counci 1 ( t h e  
C o u n c i l )  will be e s t a b l ~ s h e d  by c ~ a u ~ e  4, The func t ions  o f  
t h e  Counci l  will be t o  o l d  tkc  t i t l e  t o  A ~ o r ~ g ~ n ~ ~  Land, t o  
e x e r c i s e  powers s o f  ~ b o r ~ ~ ~ ~ i a ~  Land f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
o f  t h e  members o i ~ ~ ~ u n ~ t ~  and t o  make r e ~ r ~ s ~ n ~ a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  ~ ~ ~ i s ~ e r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Land ~ ~ ~ a ~ s ~  
Counci l  w i l l  have s p e c i f i c   pow^^ t o  deal i n  I a n  
e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  and employ 
M i n i  s t e r i  a1 ~ p p r o v a ~  wi 11 be reqir i  r 
e n t e r  i n t o  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  more than $1000 ~ ~ u ~ ~ ” c l a ~ s e  7 ( 3 ) ) .  

The  an^ d ~ ~ ~ r j ~ ~ ~  i n  t h e  § ~ h ~ d u ~ ~  t o  t h e  B i l l  w i l l  
be dec lared by t h e  ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ r  t o  be ~ ~ o r . ~ ~ ~ n a ~  Land as soon as 
p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  the F i r s t  a ~ ~ ~ i ~ a ~  ~ ~ n e r a ~  ~ e ~ t ~ ~ g  o f  t h e  
Counci l  (c lause 131, Clause 9 gives t h e  ~ ~ n ~ ~ t e r  power t o  
subsequent ly d e c l a r e  ~ a ~ a n t  ~ o ~ m ~  39th l a n d  a ~ ~ ~ o i n i n g  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  ~ r ~ n  i g i n a l  Land, Land dec la red  t o  be 
A b o r i g i n a l  La n c i l  ( c l a u s e  l o ) ,  Any 
p a r t  o f  Sand by t h e  Common 
t h e  t i m e  t h e  l a n d  and b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i n ~ ~  vest i n  t h e  ~ o u n c ~ ~ ~  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  be used by t h e  ~ o r ~ m o n w ~ a ~ ~ h  f o r  as long as 
r e q u i r ~ d  (c lause 1 3 1 ,  
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The Community w i l l  have t o  have a R e g i s t r a r  who 
w i l l  be appointed by t h e  M i n i s t e r  f rom t h e  Department o f  
A b o r i g i n a l  A f f a i r s  ( c l a u s e  15). The Community w i l l  a l s o  
have t o  have a R e g i s t e r  o f  Members of t h e  Wreck Bay 
A b a r i g i n a l  Community Counci l  (c lause 17).  The names o f  
a d u l t  Abor iges l i v i n g  i n  Wreck Bay i n  May 1986 w i l l  be 
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t e r  (sub-clause 1 7 ( 2 ) )  which w i l l  
subsequent ly be mainta ined by t h e  Secre tary  o f  t h e  Counci l  
(sub-cl  ause 17 ( 4 )  1 

As soon as p r a c t i c a b l e  a f t e r  t h e  r e g i s t e r  i s  
completed t h e  Counci l  w i l ?  h o l d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  annual 
general meet i ngs ( c l  ause 20) Execut ive  members w i l l  be 
e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  annual general meet ing ( c l a u s e  22). The 
M i n i s t e r  o r  Chai rperson w i l l  be a b l e  t o  convene a spec ia l  
general meet ing o f  t h e  Counci l  (c lause 23). 

There w i l l  be a C h a i ~ p e r s o n ~  Deputy Chairperson and 
Secre tary  o f  t h e  Counci l  ( c l a u s e  27). Clause 28 w i l l  
e s t a b l i s h  an Execut ive  Committee o f  t h e  Counci l .  The 
M i n i s t e r  w i l l  be ab le  t o  remove an e x e c u t i v e  member f rom 
o f f i c e  on t h e  grounds o f  misbehaviour o r  p h y s i c a l  o r  mental 
i n c a p a c i t y  ( c l  ause 33 ) e 

P a r t  V o f  t h e  B i l l  i s  t i t l e d  ' D e a l i n g s  w i t h  
A b o r i g i n a l  Land' and conta ins  c lauses 37 t o  42. The Counci l  
w i l l  o n l y  be a b l e  t o  deal  w i t h  Sand gran ted  t o  i t  under t h i s  
B i l l  i n  accordance w i t h  t h i s  P a r t  o f  t h e  B i l l  ( c lause 38). 
The Counci l  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  'lease t h e  l a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r e d  
members f o r  d o m e s t i c  o r  b u s i n e s s  p u r p o s e s ,  o r ,  w i t h  
M i ~ i s t e r i a l  approval  lease l a n d  t o  people who are  n o t  
r e g i s t e r e d  members (sub-clause 38 (2 ) )  The t o t a l  d u r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  types o f  leases i s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  sub-clause 
38(3) .  The Counci l  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  sur render  any p a r t  o f  
t h e  land t o  t h e  Crown (c lause 39). E x i s t i n g  occupiers  o f  
t h e  land must ~ e n e r a l ~ y  be granted leases by t h e  Counci l  
( c l a u s e  40). Where a person who has been granted a lease 
and t h a t  person wishes t o  g i v e  a sub-'I ase, M i n i s t e r ~ a l  
approval must f i r s t  be o b t a i n ~ d  i f  t h e  sub- lea 
r e g i s t e r e d  member o r  where t h e  purpose o f  t h e  
no t  t h e  same as t h e  purpose o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  lease (c lause 
41).  Reg is te red   member^ w i l l  be ab7e t o  pass on t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t  i n  a l e a s e  i n  t h e i r  w i l l s  (c lause 42), 

A person w i l l  no t  be ab le  t o  r e l y  on Sta te  o r  
T e r r i t o r y  l a w  i n  o r d e r  t o  come onto t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  purpose 
o f  min ing ( c l a u s e  431, An agreement w i l l  have t o  be reached 
between t h e  Comm~nwea~th,  t h e  Counci l  and t h e  min ing  company 
be fore  any m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  can commence. Counci l  l a n d  w i l l  
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be exempt from r a t e s  (c lause 451, ~ e r r ~ t o r y  laws n o t  
excluded by t h i s  B i l l  w i l l  be a p p l i c a b ~  i n  t h e  area o f  
A b o r i g i n a l  Land ( c l a u s e  4 6 )  e ~ r ~ s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
environment w i l l  have t o  be c o n s ~ d e r ~ d  by t h e  Counci l  i n  t h e  
c a r r y i n g  out  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  (c lause 4 . 7 ) .  

The ~ ~ n ~ s t ~ r  w i l l  * s i g n i f i c a n t  
s i t e s '  on t h e  Land (sub-c la  i t e  w i l l  have 
t o  be s i  gn-posted (sub-c l  ause and t respass  by a 
person o t h e r  than a ~ ~ e ~ ~ e ~  o f  t 
r e s u l t  i n  a 1000 f i n e  ( ~ u b - c l a u  
damaging or 
imprisonment f o r  2 years  o r  bo th  ( s u b - c ~ a u s e  48(4) )  a 

Where someone f e e l s  t h e y  have been ag rr 'eved by t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  B i l l 9  and t h e  g r ~ e v a n c e  does n o t  a r i s e  ou t  
o f  a d e c i s i o n  by t h e  M i n i s t e  or a Court t h e  R e g i s t r a r  w i l l  
have power t o  i n q u i ~ e  i n t o  t 

The Counci l  w i l l  have t o  keep proper accounts and 
records  ( c l a u s e  51)  and prepare annual f i n a n c i a l  statements 
t o  be s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  ~ i n i s t e r  (c lause 5 2 ) ,  

g r i ~ v a n c e  ~ c ~ ~ u s e  50). 

ccepta J e r v i s  Bay Ter _g_ 

Crown l a n d  i n  

Ac t  1986, when 

For f u r t h e r  i n ~ Q r ~ ~ t  i on i f requ i red ,  c o n t  
Educat ion and We1 f a r e  Group. 

2 J u l y  1986 E 
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