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DIGEST OF BILL
Purpose

To provide for the functioning of the Australian
Capital Territory Council (the Council) between the date of
its first election and the date that it formally receives
its powers. The Bill will also amend other Acts as a
consequence of the proposed enactment of the Australian
Capital Territory Council Bill 1986.

Background

Refer to the Digest for the Australian Capital
Territory Council Bill 1986 (No. 86/36).

Main Provisions

The interim period is defined in clause 3 as the
period between the day on which the Australian Capital
Territory Council Bill 1986 receives the Royal Assent and
the day on which functions are formally transferred to the
Council by Proclamation.

The first meeting of the Council will be convened
by the Minister (clause 4).

A Council Law made before the day on which
functions are formally transferred to the Council will not
come into operation until that day (clause 5).

Clause 6 will forbid the employment of staff by the
Council during the interim period except with the Minister's
approval.
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Staff, other than people directly employed by the
Council under Council Law will be required to be officers of
the Australian Public Service (sub-clause 7(1)). The Head
of Administration of the Council will perform the functions
of a Secretary of a Department of the Australian Public
Service (sub-clause 7(2)). Sub-clause 7(5) states that this
clause shall cease to have effect on a day fixed by
Proclamation.

Clause 8 will allow regulations to be made to
substitute the Council for the Commonwealth where the
Council assumes responsibility for contracts previously the
responsibility of the Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth will be required to indemnify the
Council for acts or omissions relating to prescribed matters
made before the functions are formally transferred to the
Council (clause 9).

The member of the Australian Capital Territory
Electricity Authority (the Authority), who is the House of
Assembly's nominee, will continue as a member of the
Aughority until the Council rescinds the membership (clause
10).

Transfers of interests in land from the
Commonwealth to the Council will be exempt from stamp duty
(clause 11).

Clause 12 will apply the Audit Act 1901 to the
Council. Sub-clause 12(2) states that this clause will
cease to have effect on a day fixed by Proclamation.

The Governor-General may make regulations that are
not inconsistent with the proposed Act (clause 14) and the
regulations may provide for the modification of other Acts
as 1s necessary as a consequence of the enactment of the
proposed Australian Capital Territory Council Act 1986
(clause 13). ‘

The Schedule to the Bill provides for consequential
amendments to the:

Australian Capital Territory Electricity Supply
Act 1962

Australian Federal Police Act 1979

Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918

Public Service Act 1922

Remuneration Tribunals Act 1973

Reserve Bank Act 1959
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The proposed amendments are principally of a
drafting nature and will deem references to the House of
Assembly to be references to the Council. An exception is
the last amendment which requires the Reserve Bank to act as
the Council's banker.

For further information, if required, contact the
Law and Government Group.
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