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12 ~ e b r ~ a r . ~  1986 
House of ~ e p r ~ s e n t ~  
Hon, Lionel   en^ 

To clarify the  function^ o f  the A u ~ t ~ a ~ i a n  
Institute o f  ~riminoloy~ an t o  revise the 
R e ~ ~ a r ~ ~  Act 1971 (the Principal Act), 

During the 1960s the ~ o m m o n w ~ a ~ t h  and the States 
came to recognise th t a. s~stematic and ~ Q ~ a r d ~ n a . ~ e d  
approach to the organisation o f  research into crime was 
necessary. A ~ c o r ~ ~ n g l ~ ~  the ~ r i n ~ i p a ~  Act was e n ~ c ~ e d  i r i  
1971 as a means towards r e r n e d y ~ ~ ~  the ~ ~ ~ r - i r ~ ~ ~ e a s i n g  
incidence and cost of crime i n  A u ~ t ~ a ~ i ~ .  

r inc. ipal  Act; csta Red the ~ r ~ ~ s " ~ Q ~ o ~ ~  
Research Counci l  (the Cauncil) C r  i r n i  no 1 oyy Resear 
Fund (the Fund] the A u ~ t r a l ~ ~ n  titute o f  ~riminolo 
(the  institute^ and a l s o  p r ~ ~ i d ~ s  far the a ~ ~ o i ~ t ~ e n t  o f  a 
Director and a Board of' ~ a ~ a g e m e n ~  o f  t h e  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ t e ~  Th 
Board i s  charged with the general d ~ r ~ ~ t i ~ n  o f  the Institut 
and the Director has the function o f  ma nag^^^ t h e  aff~irs o f  
the Institu~e subject t o  the ~ ~ n e r ~ ~  d i ~ ~ c t ~ o ~  exercised by 
the Board. 

The Institute's primary ~ u ~ ~ t ~ o ~  is t o  c o n d ~ c ~  
research approv~d by the Board. The as"m of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t u ~ e  is 
to provide a nati~fla~ and c ~ r n p a ~ a . ~ ~ ~ e  overvi 
patterns and criminal justice ~~o~~~~~ Area 
Board has ~ ~ e n t i f ~ e ~  as requirin ~ o n ~ ~ f l ~ i n g  cover 
include: crime and criminal ~~~~~~e s t a t ~ s t i c ~ ~  policing 
and public security, courts and ~ ~ n t e n ~ i n ~ ~   pen^^ policy and 
corre~tions Abori~ine~ and ~ r i m ~ n a l  J ~ ~ ~ ~ c e ~  ~ i o ~ e n c e  
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against women and children corporate and w~ite-col?ar 
crime, women and crime, juvenile justice, ~ ~ c t ~ ~ ~ ~ o  
markets and drug law enforcement str 

Since the commencement of its ope~a~ions in 1973 
the Institute's work has expand~d to cover a broad field of 
operations and goes beyond the mere co~lectin 
information. Included in t h  ~ n s t ~ t u t e ~ ~  work i 
distribution o f  the results of research to appropriate 
personnel, providing opportunities for personnel engag~d in 
criminal justice to meet and discuss c o ~ o ~  p ~ o ~ ~ e m ~ ~  
bringing together researchers from around Austra~ia and 
overseas, organising short training courses, ~ond~cting 
seminars and arranging prompt publication ST results and 
other information arising from seminars and d i ~ c u ~ s i o n ~ ~  
From time to time the Institut~ i s  called upon to give 
advice on the criminal justice system, an e x a ~ ~ ~ e  being 
advice to Correctional Ministers on the i n t e r n ~ ~ i o ~ a ~  
transfer of pr~soners, p~iso~ers' rights and the inci~ence 
of AIDS amongst the prison p o p ~ l a t i o ~ ~  

The Council on the other hand, is more concerned 
with research at a local level, The Council a ~ ~ o c a t e s  part 
of the Fund t o  selected research p r ~ j e c t ~  which the Council 
considers will be of maximum value an relev~nce to crime 
prevention and criminal justice in A u s ~ r a ~ i ~ .  Accordingly, 
most of the Council's work i s  ~ i r e ~ t ~ d  to ~ s ~ e ~ ~ i ~ g  the 
merits and value o f  a p p l i ~ ~ t ~ o n ~  far research  grants^ Th 
Institute lays d Council in 
determining which 

In its 13 years of o ~ ~ r ~ t i o n  the Council has 
provided in excess of 000 for over 120 SE! 
projects.[2J Examples o d projects ~ n c ~ u d e ~  re 
into the factors under~yin~ ~-o~bery offenc~s in New South 
Wales; an evaluation o f  ~olice involvement with juvenile 
offenders and child abuse i n  Q u e ( ~ n § ~ a ~ ~ ~  and an 
investigation of the relationship Abor i g i na 1 Cus tomary 
Law to Australian Com~on and ~ ~ a t u t e  

Clause 4 insert§ a new paragra ~ n t o  s~ction 
o f  the Principal Act, The new par 
Institute authority to conduct or 'ar 
of' such research as is approved by 
allow the ~nstitute to enter into re 
are con§i~tent with the obj 
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The Northern Territory will ~ e c o ~ e  a p a p ~ i ~ ~ p a n t  in  
the scheme of Austra~ian research -into crime 
inclusion in section 6Qb)  (clause 41, 

Clause 4 will a l s o  a~end section 6 o f  th 
Act to g i v e  specific a~t~iority to the ~ n s t ~ t u t e  to: 

i) collect informat~on and sta 

ii) provide inf~pm~tion and advice to ~ ~ v e r n m  
~epartrnents dealing with the a ~ ~ ~ i n ~ s t r a ~ i o n  
of criminal justice; and 

iii) collaborate w i t h  ~ n ~ t i ~ u t i o ~ s  an 
involved i n  crime research, or ,the ~ r a i ~ ~ n g  
of people l’nvo’ltsed in the a d m i ~ i s t ~ ~ ~ ~ a ~  o f  
criminal justice?, both in Austr 
overseas, 

The A~torney-~ener~l will be given power to re~uest 
the Institute t o  conduct ~ e s ~ a r c h ~  ~ ~ r n i ~ a ~ s  or training on 
matters specified by t h e  A t t o r n ~ y ~ ~ ~ n ~ r ~ ~ ~  The 
Attor~ey-~eflera~ may a l s o  ~ n d i c a ~ ~  that priapi 
specific research or seminars (clause 5 whi 
section 6A into the Principal Act). 

The ~ e r n b e r ~ ~ ~ p  o f  t h e  oard wi l l  be increased ~ r o m  
seven t o  eight t o  take ~ ~ c o ~ n t  of the new ~ ~ e ~ ~ e r s h ~ p  o f  the 
Northern Territory (clause 7 which wil l  a m ~ ~ d  ~ e c t ~ ~ n  9 aP 
the Principal Act). 

Section 29 o f  t he  
Institute to seek ~ i ~ ~ ~ t e r i  
contracts that will - i nvo l ve  t 
$50 000. Clause 17 proposes ~ncreasing this limit t o  
$100 080. 

A new section 32A will be inserted by clause 119. 
The proposed section c ~ n c e ~ ~ s  the p 
on trust into a separate trust a c ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~  

9 April 19 
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0 Commonwealth o f  A u s t r a l i a  1986 

Except t o  the  extent  o f  t h e  uses permi t ted under t h e  
1968, no p a r t  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  may be 
t ransmi t ted  i n  any form o r  by any means, 

i n c l  udiny in fo rmat ion  storage and r e t r i e v a l  system, w i thout  
t h e  prior w r i t t e n  consent  o f  t h e  Departm 
Par1 iamentary L’library. Reproduction i s  permi t ted by Members 
of t h e  Par l iament o f  the C o ~ o ~ w e a ~ t h  i n  the  course o f  t h e i r  
o f f i c i a l  du t i eso  
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