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t y  ~rnp?oyment Program by three 

The Comrnunity Employment Program ( C E P )  was 
i ntroduced in August 1983 t o  provide short-term e m p ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~  
and work experi ence f o r  d i  sadvantaged people particul arly 
the 1 ong-term u n ~ r n p ~  oyede P r e ~ e r e n ~ e  i s  given t o  peopl e 
f rm speci a1 Iy disadvantaged groups i ncl udi ng ~~~r~ g i  nes 
people with d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  migrants with language 
d i f f icu l t ies .  

The C E P  has two ~ ~ e m e ~ t s ~  The S t a t e s  and  
T e r r i t o r i e s  element i s  , joint ly  a d m ~ n ~ ~ t ~ r e d  by t h e  
Commo~wea~th and the State and T e ~ r ~ t o r ~  gov 
provides for  projects t o  be ~ p o n ~ o r e d  lay S ta t e  and 'local 
government bodjes, commun.it~y groups or other bodieso SLate 
Governments are required t o  c ~ n ~ r i ~ u ~ ~  d t  least  30% o f  t h e  
cost of approved projects and the other sponsors a t  i e a s t  
20%, t h o u g h  contribut~ons f r o m  commun~ty g r~ups  can be 
reduced or waived i n  special  circumstances, The 
Commonweal t h  el ement i s  d i r e c t l y  adrni n i s t e red  by t h e  
Commonwealth and provides f o r  projects t o  be ~ponsored by 
Cominonwea~ t h  depdrt.ments and i n ~ t ~ u m ~ n t a l  i t i e s  and by 
Abor i  gi na7 communi t i  es 1 ocated 3" n remote areas This 
element i s  who1 ly Commonwealth ~ i ~ n ~ e d ~  

I n  1983-84, 29 597 people c o ~ i e ~ ~ e d  j o b s  uiider CEP 
program tota7i 1 ed $285,42 and Commonwealth e x p e n ~ ~ t ~ ~ r ~  or1 t h  

million. I n  1984-85, 45 912 people ~ o r n r n ~ n ~ ~ d  jobs und 
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CEP. Expenditure 'in t h a t  year totalled $405.54 million, The 
average duration of jobs under C E P  decreased from 2 8 * 1  weeks 
in 1983-84 t o  26,7 weeks in 1984-85.[1] ln the May 1985 
statement on ~overnment Expenditure Savings the Treasurer 
announced t h a t  C E P  funding was t o  be reduced by $120 million 
f o r  1985-86 e 21 Expenditure for 1905-86 i s  estimated t o  be 
approximately $291 mil 1 ion.[3] 

I n  March 1985 the Department of Employment and 
Industrial Relations conducted a survey of 600 people (of  
whom 552 responded) who had completed C E P  jobs s ix  months 
prior t o  the survey. The survey aimed t o  determine the 
employment status of CEP participants, The resul ts  of the 
survey are contalned in the following table: 

Employment S t a t u s  of C E P  Participants Six Months 
After Completion 

Employment S ta tus  Percentage 

Currently Employed 
Full -time 
Par t  -t i me 

Sub-total  

Unempl oycd 
Looking for Work 
Left labour  force 

35,O 
6.2 

41,2 

52,s 
5.3 

Total  100.0 
(Sample s ize  552) 

Of w h i c h :  
had some employment 58.5 

( fu l l  or part-time) since 
c o m p l e t ~ ~ n  of CEP job 

Currently had a j o b  - 
(ful'l or part-time) 

41.1 

Source: Department of Empl oyment and I ndustri a1 Re1 a t  i ons 
p pe49e 
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Under s e c t i o n  12 o f  t h e  60 
1983 ( t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ac t )  approvals for new p r o j e c t s  under 
CEP was t o  cease on 30 June 1986. On 10 December 1985 t h e  
M i n i s t e r  f o r  Employment and I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  announced 
t h a t  CEP was t o  be extended t o  30 June 1989, 

Clause 3 w i l l  amend s e c t i o n  12 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act  
t o  i n s e r t  t h e  new t e r m i n a t i o n  da te  o f  30 June 1989. 

Far  f u r t h e r  i nformat i on i f r e q u i  r e d  contac t  t h e  
Educat ion and Wel fare Group. 

28 February 1986 
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Except t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  uses D e m i t t e d  under t h e  
1968, no p a r t  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  may be 

reproduced or t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  any form o r  by ariy means, 
i n c l u d i n g  j n f o r m a t i o n  s to rage and- r e t r i ~ v a l  ~ y ~ t e ~ ~ , -  w i t ~ o u ~  
t h e  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  D e p a r ~ m ~ n t  o f  t h e  
Par1 iamentary L i b r a r y .  Reproduct ion i s  p e r m i t t e d  by Members 
o f  t h e  Par1'l"ament or' t h e  Commonwealth i n  t h e  course o f  t h e i r  
o f f i  cia1 dut ies .  


