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Important changes to the 10/50 scheme

Further changes have been announced to the 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Scheme. Legislative changes came into effect on 28 August 2015 and the
10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of Practice has now been amended and takes effect commencing 4 September 2015.

You must now consider how the following changes affect your clearing proposal:

1. The definition of a tree has been amended to include multi-stemmed trees. This means you can no longer remove multi-stemmed trees beyond

10 metres.
2. The distance at which a tree may be removed has been clarified. You may only remove a tree if any part of the trunk that measures more than

30 centimetres in circumference (around the trunk) at a height of 1.3 metres above the ground, is within 10 metres of the external wall of the
building.

3. [f you are using the distance from a building on your neighbours land to use the 10/50 entitiement (and your buildings are not within 10 metres
or 50 metres respectively), you must receive their written consent. Where the tree or vegetation is within 10 metres or 50 metres respectively of
buildings on more than one adjoining parcel of land, you must receive written consent from each landowner who adjoins your land.

4, Clearing adjacent to farm sheds is now permitted under the 10/50 scheme.

A range of other changes to the 10/50 scheme are now in place in accordance with the commencement of the amended 10/50 Vegetation Clearing
Code of Practice. Please review the amended Code of Practice and FAQs below in relation to your proposed clearing.

Changes to areas covered by the rule
The 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Scheme was introduced following the devastating 2013 bush fires in which more than 200 properties were destroyed.

The NSW Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS), in partnership with the Department of Planning and Environment and the Office of Environment and
Heritage, undertook a formal review of the 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Scheme. It is clear from some submissions and feedback that while the scheme

is designed to reduce bush fire risk, there has been some abuse of the fuel reduction provisions for other purposes.

As a result of the review of the 10/50 scheme, the entitlement area has been amended. The reduced entitlement area of 100m from higher risk
vegetation has been maintained, covering 85 per cent of properties historically destroyed in a bush fire.

The easiest way to work out if you're covered by the eligible area is checking our online too! <https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/1050-
vegetation-clearing/tool> . The toal contains the latest information on areas covered by the rule.

Prepare your home and families
The NSW RFS provides extensive information and resources to assist people interested in preparing their homes and families against the risk of bush
fires. Try some of the useful links below for more information:

»  Download a bush fire survival plan <https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2933/BushFireSurvivalPlan.pdf>
+  Download the Bush Fire and Your Home fact sheet <https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf file/0009/3114/Bush-Fire-and-Your-Home-

«  Download the Prepare. Act. Survive fact sheet
<https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/9433/Prepare.-Act.-Survive -Factsheet.pdf>

»  Visit our Farm Fire Safety page <https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/farm-fire-safety>

»  Download the Bush Fire Myths fact sheet <https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf file/0010/3115/Bush-Fire-Myths-Factsheet.pdf>

Frequently Asked Questions
A series of frequently asked questions has been published to provide additional information and can be accessed below. Simply click on a question to

expand the answer.

What do the changes mean for me?

What does the 10/50 rule allow me to do?

Who do the rules apply to?

How can | find out if I'm in a 10/50 eligible area?
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How do | locate my land using the online tool?

What should | do if | cannot locate my land using the online tool?

I'm outside the 10/50 area, how can | clear a tree or other vegetation? .

I'm inside the 10/50 entitlement area but am excluded from the 10/50 Code, how can | clear a tree or other vegetation?
Do | have to clear vegetation if I'm in an eligible 10/50 area?

What if the vegetation is on a neighbouring block?

Can I clear trees/vegetation on my land if the building | am seeking to protect is on my neighbours land?
What kind of buildings does the 10/50 rule cover?

Can | clear vegetation around an ecotourism facility under the 10/50 Code?

Can | clear vegetation if my house is not yet constructed but | have Development Consent?

Can I clear vegetation if my house is constructed but | do not have an Occupation Certificate yet?

I rent or lease my land. Can | clear vegetation?

Where do | measure the 10 or 50 metres from?

Does the 10/50 Code apply to both native and introduced vegetation?

How do | know which conditions apply to my property?

Which features do | need to identify as they are not mapped in the online tool?

Can | burn vegetation under the 10/50 rule?

Are there any conditions when pruning trees?

Should | seek the services of a professional when pruning or removing a tree?

What is considered a tree?

Can I clear 'vegetation contrary to Tree Preservation Orders?

Can | clear vegetation contrary to my Development Consent conditions?

Can I clear vegetation contrary to any instrument under Section 88B of the Conveyancing Act 19197
Can | clear vegetation contrary to Land and Environment Court Orders or other Orders?

Can | clear vegetation contrary to Stop Work Orders, Interim Protection Orders or Remediation Directions?
What if there's a land management agreement covering my property?

Do | need to consider impacts on threatened species?

Do | have a responsibility to avoid harm to wildlife?

What if the tree | want to clear is on a slope?

Are there any restrictions on clearing methods?

Who is responsible for soil erosion and landslip?

Can | clear vegetation near waterways?

How will | know if there is Aboriginal heritage on my land?

How will | know if there are other heritage values on my land?

What do | do if | have been issued a notice to manage trees around powerlines from my energy network provider?
How can I get a copy of the 10/50 Code of Practice?

The 10/50 rule has been reviewed. How can | see the review report?

What if my question isn't listed here?
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