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28th January, 2021 
 
Submission to the Review of the Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Funding and Disclosure 
Reform) Act 2018 
 
ARRCC, Incorporated (the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change) appreciates this opportunity to make a 
submission to the Review of the Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Funding and Disclosure Reform) Act 
2018 

 
Who is ARRCC? 
ARRCC is a multi-faith, member-based organisation of people from around Australia who are committed to taking 
action on climate change. Our members represent a variety of religious traditions. They include the Federation of 
Australian Buddhist Councils, Brahma Kumaris Australia, Quakers Australia, the Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils, Union for Progressive Judaism and many Catholic Religious Orders.  
 
We believe that as people dedicated to the common good, inspired by our beliefs and energized by our spirituality, 
people of all faiths can and should be at the forefront of creating a safe climate. While celebrating the uniqueness of 
our different traditions, we stand together in working for an ecologically and socially sustainable future. ARRCC 
envisages our nation embracing a sustainable future, one which is based on a more ethical understanding of human 
prosperity and the flourishing of all. To help create this, ARRCC aspires to influence religious communities of all kinds 
and all across Australia to actively reflect religious values in their lifestyle choices.  

 
Charities’ advocacy is critical to a healthy democracy  
Human history shows that democratic forms of government are historically unusual and somewhat fragile. Yet 
democracy gives people the best chance of returning governments that genuinely serve the interests of the people, 
rather than the interests of a powerful person or elite. Thus, the democratic nature of our laws is a precious social good 
which needs to be protected and actively nurtured.  
 

Furthermore, charities (by which we mean charities and not-for-profits) are normally devoted to the well-being of people 
and the environment, and are largely based on volunteers’ generosity and donations. When they speak, they do so for 
the benefit of the people they serve, whether the timing is close to an election or between elections. Indeed, charities 
tend to speak out more in the lead-up to elections because this is the time when candidates for election are more open 
to being influenced. This is part of our mission. It is part of the service to the community which our supporters trust us 
to provide. 
 

Advocacy by charities should be viewed by governments as providing them with the views of well-informed and socially 
responsible members of civil society, and it should therefore be encouraged. Governments should seek to enable such 
voices rather than create barriers that stifle them. 
 

It is therefore very concerning that the Government is proposing changes to the Electoral Legislation Amendment 
(Electoral Funding and Disclosure Reform) Act 2018 which, if accepted, would make it more difficult for charities like 
ARRCC to carry out their mission. 
 
We therefore support the Hands Off Our Charities Alliance when they write “regardless of when it happens in the 
electoral cycle, the purpose of charities’ advocacy remains the same: to further our charitable purposes by influencing 
decision-makers to support better policies. In this way, advocacy by charities is fundamentally different to campaigns 
for election by political parties, and our electoral laws must respect this difference with tailored, proportionate regulation. 
We do not — we in fact cannot by law — undertake activities outside our charitable purpose, including in order to 
promote or oppose the election of a candidate or political party. 
 

Unclear definitions, disproportionate, burdensome financial and disclosure obligations, and significant penalties, will — 
through self-silencing or regulatory overload — prevent charities and wider civil society from playing a part in 
Australian democracy.” 
 
At a time when democracies are being undermined by powerful destructive forces, it is critically important for the 
Australian Government to support a healthy, participatory democracy. 
 

Support for current operation of the Act 
ARRCC supports laws that protect the integrity of representative government and promote fairness and participation in 
public debate. We agree with the stated purpose of the original EFDR Bill to increase the transparency of Australia’s 
political finance regime and reduce the risk of foreign influence in Australian politics. We suggest that foreign influence 
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