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Dear Committee Members  

 

Telstra Corporation and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021  

BAI Communications Pty Limited (BAI) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the Senate 

Standing Committees on Environment and Communications Inquiry into the Telstra Corporation and Other 

Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 (the Bill). 

As outlined in this submission, BAI has significant concerns about Schedule 4 of the Bill, which inserts a new 

Part 34B to the Telecommunications Act 1997.   

 

Summary 

While the BAI Australia group of companies does not currently own any assets or provide any services that 

would require it to hold a carrier licence, the group is looking to expand its service offering to include 

innovative telecommunications services.  In order to ensure that BAI can win opportunities as they arise and 

commence services without delay, a subsidiary company, BAI Communications Networks Pty Limited 

(BAICN), acquired a carrier licence in November 2020.    

The new Part 34B to the Telecommunications Act 1997 introduced in the Bill would require Australian BAI 

group companies, other than BAICN, to provide carriers with regulated access to BAI assets, including a 

national network of broadcast transmission towers.  We believe that this is an unintended consequence of 

the Bill and is not supported by a policy justification, given existing regulatory arrangements and market 

experience, nor any stated policy intention.  The fact that BAICN was not engaged in any consultation prior to 

the release of the Bill also indicates that the application of the access regime to these assets may be wider 

than intended from a policy perspective. Given these ramifications, we urge the Committee to consider 

recommending deletion of Schedule 4 of the Bill which introduces this change.   

 

Background  

The BAI Communications group designs, builds and operates cellular, Wi-Fi, broadcast, radio and IP networks 

around the world, with operations in the Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, Hong Kong and the US.  

The Australian business of BAI owns and operates one of the most extensive terrestrial transmission networks 

in the world, delivering terrestrial television to approximately 99% of the Australian population.  We have 

provided managed broadcast transmission services to the ABC and SBS nationally for over 20 years, and in 

2019 became the managed broadcast transmission provider to Southern Cross Austereo (SCA). We also 

maintain the networks of WIN and Prime TV and are contracted to provide managed transmission services to 

Network Ten.   

The infrastructure that enables us to provide these services includes approximately 700 broadcast 

transmission towers across the nation.   
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