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Ref:- TR/JK0130080404 

 

26th August 2013 

 

 

Samantha Higgins 

Executive Director 

Woomera Prohibited Area Coordination Office 

Australian Government Dept. of Defence 

R2-1-C059 

Russell Offices 

CANBERRA ACT 2610 

 

 

Dear Samantha  

 

This letter is to confirm the discussions we had between GWA; ARTC & representatives of 

the Australasia Railway Corporation (AARC) which was originally scheduled the day 

before a Senate Committee hearing (which was subsequently cancelled because of the 

caretaker period after the election was called). 

 

Whilst we appreciated that opportunity we believe that we have a clear need to co-exist 

and that consultation of how we work together should be regular or ongoing & not 

precipitated on events or changes.  

 

It is critical that this very important link in the national logistics chain remains available 

and that Defence understands the economic and commercial impacts of any interruption 

to the service on the railway. 

 

The three key issues that we believe need to be followed up from the meeting are as 

follows:- 

 

 

1. Rail and the Adelaide Darwin railway needs to be explicitly recognised in the 

legislation as an existing user.  There are only three major existing users 

(Indigenous Communities; pastoralists and rail) and rail is the only one not 

mentioned in the legislation.  If the legislation proceeds we would prefer it was 

amended but as a minimum we would request the omission be addressed in the 

second reading speech. 

 

 

2. The “Permissions” currently inadequately define our activities because it is limited 

to use of the railway line and fails to mention:- 

 

a. The use of rail facilities such as crossing loops and sidings 

 

b. The maintenance requirements such as inspection vehicles using the rail or 

its associated access road and maintenance activities.  No-one is able to 

legally access without our permission so we know at all times who is 

undertaking activities on our network. 

 

  Therefore we request that our use be more accurately defined.  
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3. As we explained apart from the overall economic impact we have obligations in 

commercial contracts and in our undertakings we have lodged with economic 

regulators to provide adequate notice of any disruption. 

 

We feel confident that we can create windows that will allow you to undertake 

your activities without disrupting our business. 

 

To that end we propose that we enter into an interface agreement which will 

define the protocols to allow both the planning and execution of an activity period.  

 

To that end GWA will take the lead in drafting a joint interface agreement 

between Defence; ARTC & GWA. 

 

We look forward to working together to allow a happy co-existence. 

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Tim Ryan 

Executive General Manager Interstate Division 

 

 

Cc: 

 Reg Carruthers, Director Woomera Test Range, RAAF 

 Bert Easthope, Director Strategic Development, GWA 
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