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 30 May 2017  

 

 

Senate Select Committee on Red Tape  

PO Box 6100  

Parliament House  

Canberra ACT 2600  

redtape.sen@aph.gov.au  

 

 

RE: THE EFFECT OF RED TAPE ON TOBACCO RETAIL 

 

 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

 

Imperial Tobacco Australia would like to thank the Committee for the opportunity to 

appear at the public hearing of the Senate Select Committee on Red Tape (“the 

effect of red tape on tobacco retail”), held in Sydney on Tuesday May 16, 2017.  

 

At the hearing, we took several questions on notice. Herewith we endeavour to 

respond to those questions.  

 

Referenced documents are included in the appendix and we welcome any further 

questions or queries the Committee may have. 

 

In respect of our comments on heated tobacco products, we would also like to draw 

to the attention of the committee two recent developments subsequent to the 

hearing. 
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The interim measure was extremely successful and praised by stakeholders 

including Government officials.  

 

In subsequent meetings with Customs representatives to discuss the permanency of 

this measure, it was relayed that this measure was considered to have been a 

success. 

 

And for example, in a letter dated 17 May 2015 (see APPENDIX A), Re: Customs 

Regulation 2015 Exposure Draft Submission, Australian Customs and Border 

Protection Service commented “While the measure was successful in addressing 

the immediate issues raised at the time by the introduction of plain packaging….” 

 

 

In May 2007, following a public review, the Howard Government announced its 

intentions to rectify the matter.  

 

A press release titled ‘Excise – Reducing Compliance Costs for Businesses’ dated 

May 2007 (See APPENDIX B) from the Hon Peter Dutton MP, who was the Minister 

for Revenue and Assistant Treasurer from 27 January 2006 – 3 December 2007.  

 

This press release states that “The Government will implement two measures that 

will reduce compliance costs for businesses that are licensed excise manufacturers 

or importers of equivalent products.”  

 

Included in this release was a commitment from the Government to implement 

changes to “reform the rules concerning eligibility for refunds, remissions and 

drawbacks of excise and excise-equivalent customs duty. The reform measure will 

allow all excise and excise-equivalent imported goods to be eligible for a refund of 

duty where they are returned to a place licensed for the good or destroyed with the 

prior approval of the relevant administrating authority. To be eligible for the refund of 

duty, such goods must be sufficiently identified as the goods on which duty has been 

paid.”  

 

 

HEATED TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

 

In respect of our comments on heated tobacco products, we would also like to draw 

to the attention of the committee two recent developments subsequent to the 

hearing: 
 

Legal action has been implemented in New Zealand against a supplier of these 

products, supporting earlier statements by the Ministry of Health that the 

products are illegal. 
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See APPENDIX C for related articles. 

Research has been published questioning claims of “reduced risk” associated 

with heated tobacco products. 

See APPENDIX D 
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 

 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/tobacco-giant-philip-morris-

smokefree-product-under-legal-cloud-in-nz-20170518-gw7vdq.html 
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http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11858402 
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APPENDIX D 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-4551908/Heat-not-burn-cigs-contain-cancer-

causing-chemicals.html 
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