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' The importance of stable and secure supply chains to the prosperity and
security of both our countries has been highlighted by the pandemic. Although the
U.S. Government’s first and foremost responsibility is to the American people,
facilitating the transport of medical equipment and supplies to our global partners
has helped fight the COVID-19 outbreak and mitigate the impact of the crisis,
while simultaneously lessening the risk of re-infection between our countries and
maintaining critical supply chains.

The United States remains Australia’s most important economic partner,
especially now in the time of this pandemic. Total U.S. investment in Australia
increased by four percent in 2019 and now stands at AUD 984 billion — more than
a quarter of all foreign investment in Australia. The United States is also a trusted
and reliable trading partner to Australia, with a strategic relationship hinging on
our longstanding security alliance. The COVID-19 pandemic, while tragic in so
many ways, has demonstrated the vital relevance and permanence of this alliance.

I hope this information assists the Committee in its deliberations. Please let
me know if I or my embassy team can be of any further assistance.

Arthur B. Culvahouse Jr.
Ambassador





