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Note:  

English language requirements aim to protect the integrity of Australia’s visa programs, and ensure visa holders are able to positively contribute to and fully participate in 

the Australian workplace and the community. For temporary and permanent skilled visa holders, these requirements are set at levels that reflect the expectation that they 

are appropriately skilled, able to understand their workplace rights and health and safety issues, and equipped to transfer their skills to the Australian workforce. More 

broadly, English language proficiency helps migrants to learn about Australia’s society and values through communication and engagement with others. It also facilitates 

labour market participation and civic engagement. 

 

Glossary  

Evidence of Competent 

English 

The applicant: 

 holds a valid passport issued by the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Canada, New Zealand or the Republic of Ireland, or 
 has achieved at least 6 in each of the four IELTS components or equivalent score in another English language test accepted by the Department. 

Evidence of Functional 

English 

The applicant: 

 holds a valid passport issued by the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Canada, New Zealand or the Republic of Ireland, or 
 has been assessed as having functional English by a listed Australian Adult Migrant English Program service provider; or 
 has completed study where all instruction was in English for the required duration (varies depending on the type of study), or  
 has achieved an average score of at least 4.5 based on the four IELTS components or equivalent score in another English language test accepted 

by the Department. 

FWHIT Fair Work High Income Threshold, currently $153,600 

MLTSSL  Medium and Long‑term Strategic Skills List 

ROL Regional Occupation List 

SAF levy Skilling Australians Fund levy 

STSOL  Short‑term Skilled Occupation List 

TSMIT Temporary Skilled Migration Income Threshold, currently $53,900 

VAC Visa Application Charge 
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