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9 October 2015 
 
 
Senator Alex Gallacher 
Chair 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee 
Department of the Senate 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
Dear Senator Gallacher 

Thank you for your letter of 10 September 2015, inviting the Australian Academy of Science 

to make a written submission to the inquiry into Australia’s relationship with Mexico.   

The Academy will limit its comments to matters related to science and research.   
 
Scientific research is not specifically highlighted in the inquiry’s terms of reference, but is of 
fundamental importance, both in its own right and in underpinning economic and social 
developments in countries around the world. Links in science and technology are being 
fostered by recognition of their importance by governments, research institutes and 
universities, as well as between individual scientists.   
 
Australia has a relatively high research output, producing more than 3% of the world’s 
scientific publications yet accounting for only about 0.3% of the world’s population.  The 
nature of science and innovation is changing. Increasingly, efforts are undertaken 
collaboratively between multiple international researchers and institutions. Hence, Australia 
competes internationally for ongoing, ready access to the 97% of knowledge and knowledge 
development processes that occur overseas.  

According to the World Bank, Mexico’s economy is ranked 15th in the world.  Only Brazil has 
a larger GDP among Latin American countries.  Mexico’s population is approximately 120 
million.  Mexico’s trade and foreign policies have traditionally focused with its northern 
neighbor, the United States of America.  However, Mexico is now focusing beyond and 
looking at other areas including the Asia-Pacific.1    

The Mexican Government wants to improve its standing in science and is improving funding 
for this sector.  Mexico has expertise in a number of areas including agricultural sciences, 
aquaculture and fisheries.  Mexico hosts the International Maize and Wheat Improvement 

                                                 
1 Mexico country brief, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. http://dfat.gov.au/geo/mexico/pages/mexico-

country-brief.aspx 
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