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20 January 2023 

To: The Hon Maria Vamvakinou MP 

Chair Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on Migration 

 

Dear Ms Vamvakinou, 

 

Ref: Backpacker & Youth Tourism Advisory Panel (BYTAP) –  

submission re Review into a Migration, Pathway to Nation Building 

 

I write to you on behalf of the Backpacker & Youth Tourism Advisory Panel (BYTAP) - the peak industry 
body representing the youth tourism sector. 

a) Summary of submission 

Working Holiday Makers “WHMs” (visa subclass holders 417 and 462) are a vital part of Australia’s 
temporary migration program, assisting with nation building, and that potential reforms to policy 
settings would maximise the benefits of the program. 

b) Background 

In a normal year, over 150,000 WHMs from nearly 50 countries would be in Australia on this reciprocal 
cultural exchange program. Currently there are just over 100,000 in-country, as the tourism industry 
continues to feel the after-effects of the pandemic disruption. It is essential therefore to plan for the 
short, medium and long term to revive this segment of the youth tourism sector, which was worth 
$3.2 billion to the Australian economy each year pre-pandemic (source: Tourism Australia – see 
Appendix.)1 

WHM’s dispersal is especially critical in filling casual temporary jobs in tourism & hospitality in regional 
areas, supporting these industries to be able to operate at full capacity. They also assist with other 
types of regional work where there is high seasonal demand, including agriculture and au-pairing in 
areas where there is no other childcare options. 

c) BYTAP’s position with regards to the Terms of Reference of the inquiry 

With regards to Working Holiday Makers we note the following relating to the Terms of Reference: 

 
1 www.tourism.australia.com/content/dam/digital/corporate/documents/ta-whm-infographic-october-2021.pdf 

https://www.tourism.australia.com/en/insights/industry-sectors/youth.html 
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