
STANDING COMMITTEE ON INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS 

Growing presence of inauthentic Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 'style' 
art and craft products and merchandise for sale across Australia 

The Hon Mr Snowden, Deputy Chair, asked the following question at a public hearing on 
24 May 2018 

Mr SNOWDON:  That is important, so licencing is good. I just want to ask you one question. We just 
had some evidence given to us by Tourism Australia, which frankly was underwhelming. I notice you 
talk about Destination New South Wales' Aboriginal tourism toolkit. I am assuming this, but you 
might tell me I'm wrong. Have you or do you know if Destination New South Wales has been 
involved with Tourism Australia, advising them on their content relating to first nations people, their 
arts and authenticity? 

Mr Barakat:  We don't have that information but we can certainly reach out to destination, find out 
for you and come back to the committee on notice. 

Ms Madeleine King MP asked the following question at a public hearing on 24 May 2018 

Ms MADELEINE KING:  You mentioned in your submission and also when you were speaking earlier 
about the international approaches to these issues. We will no doubt do a bit of research on that 
separately from this hearing today. Are there any facets in those approaches that you would 
recommend in particular that we look into that you think are working well, given the nature of your 
work and your experience? 

Ms O'Mara:  We can come back to you on that. I don't have any further information with me at the 
moment. But we can certainly come back to you with some information. 

Mr Barakat:  Are you after some information on what aspects of those international strategies might 
be useful to take on-board or to delve a little bit deeper into for application here in Australia? 

Ms MADELEINE KING:  Yes, that is right. 

Mr Barakat:  Sure. 

Ms MADELEINE KING:  Don't overcook it or anything. 

Ms O'Mara:  The other reference I have is the lessons from the Australian National Indigenous Arts 
Advocacy Association—the boomerang tick. I don't know if anyone has given you evidence on that. 
we think that that is also a good model. 

CHAIR:  I don't think we have had any evidence. It has come up in discussion and everyone wonders 
why it didn't work. So I don't know that we have explored that yet. If you have any thoughts on why 
it didn't, we would be happy for you to share that with us. 

Ms MADELEINE KING:  Or how it could work. 

Ms O'Mara:  Yes. Okay, I'm happy to do that. 
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Mrs Ann Sudmalis MP, Chair, asked the following question at a public hearing on 24 May 2018 

CHAIR:  When you were talking about career development, I was very excited because you 
mentioned that you were doing $75,000 employment opportunities. 

Ms O'Mara:  Yes. 

CHAIR:  Is that something you are doing already or is that too recent? 

Ms O'Mara:  We have done that for the first time as part of our arts and culture development 
program, a funding round called Creative Koori, which Tarek might want to talk to you about. 

Mr Barakat:  You are right. It is recent. It is a new fund. It was announced in March 2018. It offers 
individuals and organisations up to $25,000 towards projects and employment that supports a 
vibrant Aboriginal arts and cultural sector in New South Wales. The program supports projects that 
increase employment opportunities for Aboriginal people at all stages of their artistic practice. It 
seeks to build capacity and sustainability of New South Wales' Aboriginal arts and cultural 
organisations. It increases professional skill development opportunities of regional artists and arts 
and cultural workers in New South Wales.  

So individuals and organisations were invited to apply to deliver projects and employment that 
afford Aboriginal people greater opportunities to participate in, share and strengthen their culture 
through art practice and develop careers and businesses in the arts and cultural sectors. Priority in 
this program is given to Aboriginal people and Aboriginal land organisations. The key projects must 
include Aboriginal practitioners and or art workers in key creative roles and incorporate Aboriginal 
culture as a focus of the project. The projects must engage Aboriginal artists and cultural workers 
either through direct employment or the development of strategies to improve opportunities. 

CHAIR:  That is brilliant, Tarek. 

Mr Barakat:  It is a brand new program and we are actually in the middle of assessing our 
applications at the moment. So there is not too much more information I can give you. But we are 
really proud of this program. We think it will provide great opportunities for Aboriginal people. 

Ms O'Mara:  I think it kind of flows out of the Aboriginal arts and culture strategy in New South 
Wales. We are in the process of updating that. Stage 2 is in place at the moment. That went from 
2015 to 2018. One of the things it was focused on was how to build employment capability in a 
strong, contemporary, multidisciplinary Aboriginal arts and culture sector. As a direct action out of 
that strategy. As I said, we are looking to update that this year to stage 3 of the strategy. 

CHAIR:  I think that is great. I just want to throw in two relevant questions. Has that application 
process closed yet. 

Mr Barakat:  Yes, Creative Koori has closed. 

CHAIR:  How far into the regions in New South Wales did it go? 

Mr Barakat:  It was open across the state. I don't actually have the information here about how 
many applicants we received from regional New South Wales or Western Sydney. But I am sure I 
could find that out if that is of interest to the committee. 

CHAIR:  It is to the chair. 
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Mr Barakat:  Sure. No worries. 

Ms O'Mara:  We will come back to you. 

CHAIR: Great. I have a whole bunch of Saltwater People. I am from southern New South Wales. I 
have a whole stack of Saltwater artists and I would imagine they would jump at an opportunity like 
this. 

Ms O'Mara:  We were really excited by the level of interest so it is something that we would really 
like to do again. 

CHAIR:  Okay. Good to know. Thank you so much. What a great contribution. 

Create NSW response follows 
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