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11 July 2014

The Hon Teresa Gambaro MP
Chairperson
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Dear Ms Gambaro,

Hawker Pacific Pty Ltd is pleased to provide feedback in relation to the Australian Government Inquiry into Government
Support for Australian Defence Industry Exports and specifically addressing the terms of reference as detailed below.

1. Identification of barriers and impediments to the growth of Australia’s Defence exports;

· A significant barrier to the growth of our Defence exports is the complexity of the legislative requirements of export
controls, and the risks and penalties associated with inadvertent breaches. When assessing export opportunities,
export control compliance features in all risk assessments and often can be a defining factor when assessing the
feasibility of an opportunity.  Defence Export Control Office (DECO) provides a fantastic facility for known export
requirements, but what is required to support Defence Industry further would be access to quick advice (even a self-
service tool may be appropriate) to assist Industry in assessing their export requirements quickly without having to
approach DECO for formal advice in every instance. This would allow not only allow Industry to engage with DECO
under a self-guided mechanism, but would also allow Industry to build its knowledge in ‘real time’ resulting in more
efficient interactions when required under specific and more complex circumstances.

2. How Government can better engage and assist Australian Defence industry to export its products;

· Engagement through DECO is generally excellent and the advice provided is valuable to Defence Industry. Without
this support Industry would experience significant difficulties in accessing export opportunities. DECO is a valuable
service in understanding, and assisting Industry to comply, with the export controls regulations and export
environment. It is critical to Australian Defence Industry that this service is maintained and improvements such as
the self-assessment tools and other guidance documents allow Industry to access the specialised knowledge without
over burdening the DECO.

· Government support via the DECO for (partially) sponsored overseas Defence Trade Missions and participation in
overseas Defence-related Trade Shows/Conventions/Exhibitions provides an exceptional opportunity for Australian
companies to access directly into foreign nation user organisations (Defence organisations or Defence-related
companies). Sponsorship in terms of financial support/coverage is only one aspect, but more importantly, the level
of access enabled by having official Australian Government representation is significant. Equivalent access
opportunities by most Australian Companies would simply be unachievable. Hawker Pacific strongly supports the
ongoing resourcing and Government commitment to this important capability offered to Australian Defence
Industry.
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