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Nfr  Steve  Irtms  MP 

PO  Box  6022 

1  Iousc  of  Representadvcs 

Pvrliamcnt  House 

Canberl.a  AC--1'  26(10 

Dear  51.r  Irons 

Response  to  the  House  of  Representatives  Standing  Committee  on  Hea1th  -  Skin  Cancer  in 

Australim  awareness,  earlj.'  diagnosis  and  management 

-lYe  Pharmacy  Gtzild  of  Australia  is  the  national  peak  pharmacy  organisation  representing  community 

pharmacy.  It  strives  to  promote,  maintain  and  support  community  pbarmacics  as  the  most  appropriate 

primary  providers  of  health  carc  to  thc  community  through  optimal  thcmpeutic  use  of  medicines,  medicincs 

management  and  related  services. 

'l''he  Guild  welcomcs  thc  oppormnity  to  providc  a  resp  onsc  to  the  Ilouse  of  Reprcsentatives  Standing 

(--ommittce  on  1.1m1th  regarding  Skin  Canccr  in  Austmlia:  awnareness.  early  (Iiagnosis  and  managcment.  As 

the  Committec  htk  hlights,  Austt'alia  has  one  of  the  highcst  ratcs  of  skin  cancer  in  the  world  wirh  tvo  out  of 

three  Austzalians  diagnosed  with  skin  cancer  by  the  age  of  70,  and  almost  2*)0  Austrzlizns  die  of  skin 

cancer  each  year. 

l'-mphasts  should  bc  placed  on  uu'lising  and  e.  nhancing  thc  cx  pertisc  of  exisun'  g  health  profcssionals  m'  ruml 

and  rcmotc  areas.  including  m'  relau'on  to  thc  detection.  t-arly  osis.  treauncnt  and  manayyemtmt  of  skin 

cancer.  NxYen  uscd  appropriarely,  teledermatology  can  be  userul  in  diagnosing,  preventing  and  managm'  g 

sld  n  cancers.  It  entails  capturing  an  image  dip'tallh'  and  transmitting  the  image  to  one  or  seveml 

dermatologists  for  opinion  and  asscssment.  Such  'store  and  fonvard'  practkes  hzs  been  happening  for  a 

dttcadc  or  more  overseast. 

As  primary  health  care  providers,  communiry  pharmacists  are  involved  in  health  promolm.  early 

inten-ention,  prevention,  assessment  and  general  hcalth  management,  often  being  thc  f-trst  point  of  contact 

between  the  public  and  the  health  care  system,  with  more  than  400,000  people  visiting  Australia's  5400 

community  phannacies  cach  dayz.  Community  pharmacy  offers  a  highly  accessible  network  of  primary 

health  czre  professionals  who  provide  quality  advice  and  profcssional  sen'ices.  oftcn  over  extended  hours 

stvvcn  days  a  week  in  urban,  rural  and  remote  arcas. 

l  *'l'bt'  lmplcmcntanon  of  rclcderrrtalxflfije  In  Austrulia'  (201  1  )  discussitm  paper  prttpxrtttl  fthr  thc  lAcmartmtrn,  ()f  I  Icualth  a'nd  Ageing 

by  'Iklc  tlttrm  13n.  I.ttl. 
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R'his  provides  a  valuable  lnterface  Nulh  consumen  to  support  health  promotion  mt-ssages.  provide  advice 

on  sunscreen  producls  and  usc.  and  in  some  instanccs.  utilise  teled  ermatology  solutions.  vith  ap  propriate 

rcfcrral  to  a  C-,P  or  specialist  if  indicated. 

-I14t!  followring  is  a  bnt!f  outlinc  ad  tlressing  lhc  'l-erms  of  Refcrence  where  the  (luild  lxlieves  community 

hannacies  can  be  utillscd. P 

Strategies  to  enhance  early  divosi: 

Iivc  vear  sun'ival  flyr  ptxyplc  diagnf  'scd  w'ith  mclanoma  is  91i3.b.  rising  to  996+  if  tht.  melanoma  is  detttcred 

beforc  ir  has  sprcad.  I  f  sprtt'ad  ls  uqthin  the  repon  of  d:e  primary  melanoma.  the  tive  year  survival  is  65O  as 

dropping  to  1  5f1b  if  lhtw  dlsease  is  Autltxsprcad'.  -l%e  iuild  lxlicves  that  lhc  availabilip-  of  t'tvidence  based 

telt-dcrrrmtolt>gy  sf>lutions  through  communip-  pharmacies  could  facllilare  tvzr  d  iagnosis  nd  inrervcnon. 

p  articularly  for  those  a!  hlgh  nsk  in  nral  and  remote  communitles  who  hzve  lirrmed  access  to  a.  gcneml 

ractjtillner.  let  alone  a  spttciahst  tlermatologist.  ''Ille  impact  on  appropriately  s  upported  teledermtolop' P 

store  and  forw-ard'  models  throujyh  community  pharmacy  netds  to  be  ex  plortd. 

I  hlghhght  that  this  is  alrcady  (zcctzrnng  in  over  50  phannacies  in  Nx'esterrt  Australia  Ihrough  Ypolcheck*'. 

'l-his  servlce  commenced  m  Fcbrtzaty  2014  and  uses  smartphonc  tcchnology  antl  a  password  p.  rotected 

secure  Ypp'  to  allow  a  tnuntxl  staff  nwmber  to  take  a  photograph  of  up  to  lhree  'spots'  inclutling  sunspots. 

moles  antl  frccld  es,  at  a  cost  t()  thc  consumcr  of  up  to  $65  depcnding  on  the  numbttr  ()f  art-as  assessed. 

'l-hcse  imagcs  arc  sent  and  assessed  by  doctors  that  pmctisc  skin  cancer  metli'  cine  who  p.  rovidc  a  rcport 

dlrcctly  to  the  consumer  and  phannacy  within  4  8  hours.  advising  of  results  and  rccommendation  as  to 

whcther  follow'  up  is  rtttjulrcd.  1  f  a  consumcr  idcntifies  that  thcy  rctjtttrc  more  than  thrct  areas  assesseda 

thcq'  will  be  rcfcn'ed  for  a  comp  rehensive  ski-  n  chcck  by  an  ap  propriatc  hcalth  professional. 

lnternatillnally,  N  'onvay  has  the  second  hlg'  hest  incidence  of  skm  canccrp  after  .kustmlia,  which  1ed  to  the 

implcmentation  of  thtw  Ycrcentw'ancer'  pilot  in  2010  in  Boots  Phannaciess.  (--urrently,  more  than  80 

phannacics  arc  ntm'  particmannp  dtxtecting  more  than  60  cases  of  mclanoma  each  yur.  'lYe  success  of  the 

phannac'y  mf  ydel  is  currently  bt'mg  cxpandcd  through  Btxlts  Phannzcics  in  Iurop.  e  antl  L,-K.  C-loser-to- 

home.  a  sinular  modt-l  alrezdy  opertes  in  Ncw  Zealand.  where  certain  phannacies  provid  c  the  eNfolemap' 

at  a  cost  of  approxinutcly  $60  to  the  consumer.;  R''he  consumer  if  provided  with  a  rtmort  from  a 

dcrmatolopst  v'lthm  sevcn  workmg  days,  mcluding  images.  d'  cnnatoltx.ist  diagn'  osis  and  recommended 

acrions. 

Effective  strategies  for  prevention 

Ausrralian  research  has  contirmed  the  app  ropn'ate  ap  p  hcalion  of  sunscrecn  c&n  dtvcrease  rhe  nsk  of  bolh 

cutantxlus  squamous  ccll  carcinoma  and  cutancous  melanoma?.  ln  laboralory  conditions,  wht.n  used  as 

directtxd.  SPIJJS()  sunscretm  tiltcrs  96.70  of  t'ltra  Violct  radiation  and  SPI7  50  filters  98@zo.  both  providm'  g 

excellent  protection  as  long  as  they  are  applied  prop  erllA.  f--ommuniry  pharmacy  is  idtullq'  placcd  to  assis.  t 

A  .Nustralmn  (lanct.r  Ncrwylrk  slcl,'iflf.lnlu  f.  'iujdcllnes  Revtsltyn  A  tzrksng  Ixarlv  f'2((*8)  '(  lbnxul  l'racut'tr  (  iuhlehnt'x  ff',r  thc 

s.f  anagcmtmt  tlf  slclantxtu  m  Nustralla  and  Ntpw  ztpaland' 

4  f  'rhcmmxrt  ln'uxrlnac'!.  zt.kpt/tcheck'  wcbpagt..  ..  accvsscd  !  8/  3,:  20)  4 

5  .Nlllant:c  l'xx  ,!.s  201  2  :'  1  $  .Ntlnual  Rt'p  hrx  ..  acct'sst.'d  (Anltnc  2('h../  5/  1  4 

f'  sllemap  il'harrnxy  t'kruzt  f  .1!t'.<  ks'  wcbpagc  acccswd  20/3  ra  1  4 

''  (  kttvn  &(  t't  al  (20  1  0)  qlltxlutxl  Mclammu  ylktv  Regulur  >unscrt-cn  t.'sc  Randtpmtztxl  'lhn..zl  1  kzllnv  l  *p'  />-#  qI'  C.''J.vTzz/  O>'z*/@'.p. 

38  -7  )  .-8  (arccsst%.kl  (ynlmc  20  .T  .5  /  1  4'% 

t6  'ustvalkan  (  idwcrnrncn!  ..  'usylulzan  Ratluntm  Prxltccmln  and  Nuclcarsaft'p  .Nutluznt!'  *t'N'  Rtl.smret-  (  lmtlc  .-  Sunxt'rtttms' 

wcbpagc  s'Iast  ojxlztcd  1  47  l  z  1  4', 
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consumers  in  meeting  thclr'  fsun  s.  afet.  ''  nceds  with  comprehensive  advice  on  s.  unscrcen  applicatiqa  'lXc 

(iuild  believcs  consumers  should  consult  with  appropriately  tnined  pharmacy  staff  rcgarding  their 

individual  needs  as  a  dirrct  transladon  of  thv  Sun  Protection  lCactor  (SPI'$),  anticipatcd  activities  e.g. 

occupational,  family  use,  extended  exposure,  and  app.  ropriatc  application.  Currently,  30ml  (approximately 

six  tcaspoons)  of  sunscreen  lotion  is  required  to  protcct  thc  cntire  body  of  an  avemge  adult,  with 

rtwapplicadon  necessary  as  most  people  don't  apply  enough.  rcsulting  in  onll'  20  -  50  per  cent  of  the  SPF 

ratingg.  'l''he  Guild  supports  tbe  trainmg  of  pharmacy  assistants  involved  in  the  salc  ()f  sun  protecdon 

products  to  ensure  their  advice  to  consumers  is  appropriate  and  they  know  whcn  to  refer  to  the  phannacist 

for  professional  advice. 

Tbe  need  to  inctease  levels  of  awarenese  in  the  community  and  among  healthcare  professionals 

Community  pharmacy  involvement  in  hcalth  promotion  progmms  and  acdvities  would  assist  in  acitieving 

maximum  efficiency,  the  tlisserninadon  of  clear  and  consistent  messages  and  minimising  total  costs 

associaled  with  implcmcnting  a.  skin  cancer  prcvention  campavn'  Cornmunity  phannacies  should  be 

supported  and  resourced  in  order  to  providc  consumers  with  current  and  accurate  information  and 

appropriate  sun  protection  products. 

I'Nurthtm  community  pharnucy  should  be  engaged  in  any  tliscussions  regarding  the  future  of 

teledennatology  to  enhance  the  accessibility,  timeliness  and  qualiry  of  health  care  in  the  communi!y 

irrespecdve  of  location.  'lYc  Gutl'  d  hlg'  hlights  that  communiry  phannacy  has  developed  a  s  !p'  u'ficant  ehealth 

capabl'  'ty.  leading  the  way  in  the  health  s  cctor  in  a  rangtt  of  areas,  including  electronic  claiming,  the 

clcctronic  provision,  czpture  and  storagc  of  informadon  on  medicines,  professional  services  and  clinical 

inten-cntions,  the  electronic  eansfer  of  prescriptions  and  the  dcvelopmcnt  of  patient  infonnadon 

repositories.  elhrough  thc  use  of  these  l-r-enablcd  platforms.  community  pbarrnacies  arc  well-positioned  to 

dclivcr  enhanced  health  and  busincss  outcomes  in  the  emerging  eheaith  environmrnta  including  in  thc  arca 

of  teledermatology. 

Individuals  who  are  healthy  and  unwell  visit  community  phannacies,  providing  an  opportunity  to  engage 

consumers  along  the  health  spectmm.  and  hard-to-reach  populations  who  do  not  utilise  othe.r  health 

services.  'l-his  is  of  incxvzsing  importance  given  workforce  shortagcs,  budgctary  constraints  and  chanpn'  g 

population  dtmographics. 

I  encourage  the  Commlttcc  to  see  community  phannacy  as  an  opportunity  for  addressing  issues  relating  to 

skin  canccr  awareness,  early  diagnosis  and  management  in  Australia,         

   

Yours  sincerely 

lbtit 
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