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MATTHEW CANAVAN 
Senator for Queensland 

 

19 February 2024 

 

Mr Adam Fennessy PSM 

Secretary 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

  

 

 

 

Dear Mr Fennessy, 

 

I write to you on behalf of Opposition Senators, with respect to the Additional Senate Estimates 

hearing of the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee that was held in 

Canberra on 13 February 2024. 

 

During the hearing, Senator Duniam asked you a series of questions about recent changes to senior 

staffing arrangements in your Department.   

 

Unfortunately, we are concerned on a number of levels about the accuracy of your evidence.  This 

extends to the potential omission of important and relevant information in response to those questions.   

 

We ask that you reflect on your answers about the circumstances and processes surrounding the 

departures of Cindy Briscoe, Rosemary Deininger and Nicola Hinder from their positions and of  

Chris Locke’s decision to take leave – as well as any decisions or actions that have potentially already 

been taken within the Department to appoint a new Deputy Secretary to replace Dr. Locke. 

 

I remind you of the requirement that all witnesses must provide accurate information to parliamentary 

committees, and of the importance of correcting and clarifying evidence if required. 

 

Accordingly, Opposition Senators would appreciate your response to this correspondence by no later 

than 5.00pm on Monday 26 February 2024. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me by email on senator.canavan@aph.gov.au if you have any 

questions or wish to further discuss this matter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

MATTHEW CANAVAN 

Deputy Chair  








