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[ Media Release ] 29 August 2019

The Morrison Government today delivered on its commitment to legislate to prevent
discrimination on the basis of religion, releasing a draft Religious Discrimination Bill.

Attorney-General Christian Porter released the draft Bill and associated Bills during a SP-eech in
SY.d ney_ Unode/541 )..

The Attorney-General said the draft Bill would form the basis of extensive consultation over the
coming weeks and he expected a final draft Bill to be presented to Federal Parliament in October.

"The draft Bill I have released today reflects the election commitment to present a Bill which
reflects the structure of existing anti-discrimination legislation," the Attorney-General said.

"Australia has a strong anti-discrimination framework with specific protections for people against
discrimination on the basis of their age, sex, race and disability.

"This draft Bill released today extends those protections to provide protection for people against
discrimination on the basis of their religion or religious belief, or lack thereof.

"The Bill would make it unlawful to discriminate on the basis of religious belief or activity in key
areas of public life. The Bill does not create a positive right to freedom of religion."

The Attorney-General said the package released today comprised three Bills:
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