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'Anxiety is palpable': New aged care residents 
overlooked for vaccines 
By Melissa Cunningham. Aisha Dow and Clay Lucas 
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Doctors working in aged care say elderly residents moving into Victorian nursing homes 
are not being immunised against coronavirus. 

The GPs have accused the federal government of abandoning its promise to have all staff 
and residents in aged care homes overseen by the Commonwealth vaccinated against 
COVID-19. 

And the medics say vials of Pfizer, which must be stored in refrigerators, have at times 
been dropped off outside aged care-homes with no medical teams available to administer 
doses. 

Melbourne's growing coronavirus outbreak has now infected two aged care workers and a 
99-year-old resident, and has again exposed a failure to fully protect people in aged care,
despite federal government assurances all residents and workers in the sector would be
vaccinated by April.

Four coronavirus infections have been traced back to two aged care homes - Arcare 
Maidstone and BlueCross Western Gardens - as health authorities desperately work to 
prevent further spread among staff and residents. 

Eastern suburbs GP Sarah Hume, who works at several aged care homes across 
Melbourne, knows of at least 10 elderly residents who recently moved into aged care and 
have not been vaccinated against COVID-19. 

Other residents who were in hospital or unwell at the time vaccinations were 
administered at their homes in May have also been left un-immunised. 

"We could see this coming from a mile away/' Dr Hume said. "In the last little while we 
have had a huge influx of people moving into aged care homes. 
"These residents are extremely distressed that they aren't able to get the vaccine and their 
families are becoming quite desperate. The anxiety is palpable. 
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