
Annual Report 2015–16   101

Part 4

Overview
Objectives of the Department of the House of Representatives
The Department is one of four parliamentary Departments supporting the Australian 
Parliament. It is a not-for-profit entity. The Department provides services to support 
the efficient conduct of the House of Representatives, its committees and certain joint 
committees as well as a range of services for Members in Parliament House.

The Department is structured to meet one outcome:

Advisory and administrative services support the House of Representatives to fulfil its 
representative and legislative role.

The continued existence of the Department in its present form is dependent on 
continuing appropriations by Parliament for the Department’s administration and 
programs.

The Department’s activities contributing to this outcome are classified as either 
Departmental or Administered.  Departmental activities involve the use of assets, 
liabilities, revenues and expenses controlled or incurred by the Department in its own 
right. Administered activities involve the management or oversight by the Department, 
on behalf of the Parliament, of items controlled or incurred by the Government.

Basis of preparation of the financial report
The financial statements are general purpose financial statements and are required by 
section 42 of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with:

a)	 Public Governance, Performance and Accountability (Financial Reporting) Rule 2015 (FRR) 
for reporting periods ending on or after 1 July 2015; and 

b)	 Australian Accounting Standards and Interpretations – Reduced Disclosure 
Requirements issued by the Australian Accounting Standards Board (AASB) that apply 
for the reporting period.

The financial statements have been prepared on an accrual basis and in accordance with 
the historical cost convention, except for certain assets and liabilities at fair value. Except 
where stated, no allowance is made for the effect of changing prices on the results or the 
financial position. The financial statements are presented in Australian dollars.

The financial statements have been prepared on an accrual basis and in accordance with 
the historical cost convention, except for certain assets and liabilities at fair value. Except 
where stated, no allowance is made for the effect of changing prices on the results or the 
financial position. The financial statements are presented in Australian dollars. 

Taxation
The department is exempt from all forms of taxation except Fringe Benefits Tax (FBT) and 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST).
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Reporting of administered activities
Administered revenues, expenses, assets, liabilities and cash flows are disclosed in the 
administered schedules and related notes.

Except where otherwise stated below, administered items are accounted for on the 
same basis and using the same policies as for Departmental items, including the 
application of Australian Accounting Standards.

Administered
There have been no significant events after balance date that may have an impact on the 
Department’s operations.

Events after the reporting period
Departmental
There have been no significant events after balance date that may have an impact on 
the Department’s operations.




