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Four core functions of Parliament during 

a pandemic

 Parliament should meet regularly

 Parliament should be provided with sufficient time to 

debate key measures and issues

 Parliament should maintain legislative oversight, 

including of delegated legislation

 Parliament should scrutinise government administration 

and policy
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Dan Murphy’s is open but 

parliament isn’t? We send nurses, 

doctors, ambos, police, teachers, 

transport workers, retail workers 

back to work — but politicians 

are too precious? No matter the 

time or crisis, democracy and 

oversight isn’t an optional extra. 



Hybrid proceedings 

were not unusual

 A study of legislatures in 159 

countries with a population of 

over 1,000,000 found that 13 

states used videoconferencing 

and/or remote voting in lieu 

of physical presence between 

23 March 2020 and 6 April 

2020 



Debate on key measures and issues

How many hours did the House sit on the 

day it passed its first suite of emergency 

legislation?

 Australia: 9 hours and 29 minutes

 New Zealand: 3 hours and 31 minutes

 Canada: 25 minutes  



House of Representatives Pairing 

Arrangements 2020

Parliamentary Sitting Members present at 

some stage during the 

sitting (151)

Pairs arranged for 

division

23 March 92 (61%) 30

8 April 59 (39%) 47

12 – 14 May 130 (86%) 38-41

10 – 18 June 143 (95%) 40 in the first week, 

20 in the second week

August – September 109 in person (72%) 

23 via video link (15%) 

Up to 36 



Legislative 

oversight







Between 18 March 2020 and 17 

April 2022, the Commonwealth 

made 727 legislative instruments 

in response to covid-19 





Executive oversight 





The new Federal government’s 

decision illustrates the need for 

Parliament to reassert its 

constitutional role to scrutinise

and monitor the executive.
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